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Early Years Foundation Stage
Communication & Language Development: Long Term Curriculum Map
	Area of Learning: 

	Aspects of Learning: 


	
Communication & Language  
	
Listening, Attention & Understanding 
Speaking 


	Intent
To provide a language-rich environment where every child, regardless of starting point, is supported to become a confident, communicator who feels, heard, valued and able to express themselves effectively.


	Curriculum intent for Communication and language : 

· Listen with focus and understanding.

· Maintain attention during play and group activities. 

· Express ideas, feelings and experiences through rich spoken language, or other means of communication. 

· Engage in meaningful conversations with adults and peers. 

· Develop a rich and varied vocabulary through stories, play, songs and real-life experiences.

· Understand and follow instructions, questions and narratives appropriate to their stage of development. 

· Develop a love of speaking, listening and communication as the foundation for reading, writing and lifelong learning. 





	Listening, attention and understanding 
4 – 5 years
Children will: listen attentively in a range of situations and show good focus and recall when engaging in conversations, stories and group activities.

	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	End of Stage 

	Listens to familiar and new stories, songs and rhymes, anticipating repeated refrains and key events. 
Listens in small and large groups and is able to shift attention when called by name. 
Can answer “who/what/where” questions about familiar contexts.
	Sustains attention without support and for gradually increasing periods of time. 
Responds to positional language (for e.g. under, on top, behind) through action or picture selection.
	Demonstrates early two-channelled attention: can listen while engaged in another task such as drawing or play. 
Begins to follow sequencing language (“first…then…after that”).

	Listens and contributes to whole-class or small group discussion without reliance on visual cues or adult prompting. 
Clarifies meaning by asking or commenting; begins to contribute relevant observations and questions in discussions.
	Maintains sustained focus during longer story sessions or discussions. Comfortably switches attention while multi-tasking. 
Engages in extended back-and-forth conversations, uses newly learned vocabulary and asks/answers questions to deepen discussion.
	Exhibits flexible, integrated attention- able to follow multi-step verbal instructions while engaged in other activities without visual supports. 
Listens attentively across contexts, responds thoughtfully, asks and answers questions and initiates conversation with peers and adults
	Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. *Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding.  Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 

	
	
	
	Intentional teaching
	
	
	

	Model storytelling (beginning, middle, end). 
Encourage children to make and change stories. 
Support retelling through play and talk. 
Model and encourage singing rhymes and songs. 
Provide chances to practise songs. 
Encourage performing with others. 
Support moving in time to music.

	Model looking and listening carefully. 
Encourage children to focus on tasks for longer periods. 
Support children to follow simple instructions. 
Model and use positional language (under, on top, behind). 
Give opportunities to respond through actions or pictures. 
Reinforce understanding through repetition and practice.

	Model listening while doing another activity. 
Encourage children to listen and respond during play. 
Give simple two-step instructions. 
Use sequencing language (first, then, after). 
Support children to follow sequences in actions or routines. 
Reinforce through repetition and modelling.

	Model listening and turn-taking in discussions. 
Encourage children to share ideas in groups. 
Support children to answer and ask questions. 
Prompt children to explain their thinking. 
Encourage contributions without visual cues. 
Praise relevant comments and questions.

	Model listening and focusing during longer stories. 
Encourage children to stay engaged for longer periods. 
Support children to switch attention between tasks. 
Model conversations with back-and-forth talk. 
Encourage children to ask and answer questions. 
Introduce and reinforce new vocabulary in discussion. 
Prompt children to extend and deepen conversations.

	Model giving and following multi-step instructions. 
Encourage children to listen while doing another task. 
Support children to respond without visual prompts. 
Model clear conversations and turn-taking. 
Encourage children to ask and answer questions. 
Promote use of new vocabulary in talk. 
Support children to initiate conversations.

	Model attentive listening during stories and discussions. 
Encourage children to respond with relevant comments and questions. 
Support children to ask questions to clarify understanding. 
Model back-and-forth conversations. 
Encourage children to take turns and listen to others. 
Prompt children to extend conversations with peers and adults.


	
	
	
	Enabling environments
	
	
	

	Story area with books and story sequence cards 
Small world and role-play resources 
Costumes and props for storytelling 
Music area (songs, instruments, rhymes) 
Open space for singing and movement 
Visual prompts (beginning/middle/end, rhythm) 
Space for group performance 
Accessible resources for independent use 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Quiet, low-distraction space for focused listening 
Clear, simple resources for tasks 
Visual supports (positional words, picture cues) 
Defined learning areas 
Small group work spaces 
Repetition through routines and activities 
Resources for action-based learning (e.g. toy setups) 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Small group activity areas 
Clear, simple task setups 
Everyday routines with sequences 
Visual prompts (first, then, after) 
Play areas supporting multitasking 
Repetition through daily activities 
Resources for action-based learning 
Calm, organised spaces 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Small group discussion areas 
Circle time space 
Clear seating for turn-taking 
Talking prompts (question cards/visuals) 
Quiet, low-distraction environment 
Visual rules for listening and speaking 
Opportunities for group talk (games, sharing time) 
Accessible resources to support discussion topics 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Comfortable story area (books, cushions) 
Quiet, low-distraction space 
Small group discussion areas 
Clear routines for listening times 
Visual prompts (question words, new vocabulary) 
Resources linked to stories/topics 
Opportunities for back-and-forth talk (circle time, partner talk) 
Open-ended play areas for switching tasks 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Small group and partner talk spaces 
Clear, simple task areas 
Daily routines with multi-step instructions 
Minimal visual prompts to encourage listening 
Quiet, organised environment 
Opportunities for talk during play 
Resources to support conversation (books, objects, role play) 
Language-rich environment (labels, key words) 
Accessible resources for independent interaction 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Quiet story and discussion area 
Comfortable seating (carpet, cushions) 
Small group talking spaces 
Visual prompts (question cards, turn-taking) 
Clear routines for listening and speaking 
Resources to support discussion (books, objects) 
Opportunities for partner and group talk 
Low-distraction environment 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 










	Speaking:
4 – 5 years
Children will: Use clear and detailed sentences, express ideas and feelings effectively and retell stories or events with increasing accuracy.

	[bookmark: _Hlk211092278]Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2
	ELG

	Uses full sentences to express, wants and ideas (“I need help with my zip”). 
Speaks clearly to familiar adults and peers during play. 
Responds to simple instructions and questions. 
Re-tells personal experiences with support (“I went to the zoo”). 


	Uses new vocabulary introduced during activities, stories or experiences. 
Begins to describe events and or objects using detail. 
Engages in more sustained conversations with adults and peers. 
Explains likes/dislikes using reason (“I like the story because it’s funny”). 

	Retells familiar stories using story language. 
Uses time connectives (“first”, “then”, “next”) to organise thoughts. 
Begins to invent their own stories during play or carpet sessions. 
Uses increasingly complex sentences with conjunctions (“because”, “so”, “but”). 
	Listens and responds appropriately to what others say. 
Waits for their turn to speak in group discussions. 
Begins to add to others’ ideas in conversation. 
Expresses opinions respectfully and with reasons (“I think we should use blocks because…”). 
Uses speaking to reason, argue, and negotiate in play. 
	Takes on roles in imaginative play with consistent character language.
Uses varied tone, pitch, and vocabulary to bring characters and ideas to life. 
Creates detailed narratives during storytelling and small-world play. 
Uses language to plan, predict and reflect during play and learning.
Begins to self-correct and clarify speech to be understood by others. 
	Speaks confidently in front of larger groups. 
Can explain ideas, events or processes (how they made a model). 
Uses awareness of listener, adapting language or detail as needed. Demonstrates fluent, clear and grammatically correct speech. 
	Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary. 
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.
Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

	
	
	
	Intentional teaching
	
	
	

	Model speaking in full sentences. 
Encourage children to express wants and needs clearly. 
Support children to speak confidently with others. 
Ask simple questions and model clear answers. Encourage children to respond to instructions. 
Support children to talk about their experiences. 
Use prompts to help retell events.

	Model new vocabulary in context. 
Encourage children to use new words. 
Prompt children to describe using detail. 
Support longer conversations. 
Ask “why” and “how” questions. 
Model explaining likes and dislikes.

	Model how to use story language when retelling familiar stories, using clear vocabulary and structure. 
Encourage children to use time connectives such as first, then, next to organise their ideas when speaking. 
Support children to sequence their thoughts by guiding them through the order of events. 
Encourage children to create and share their own stories during play and group times. 
Model how to build longer sentences using joining words such as because, so, but. 
Prompt children to extend their ideas by adding more detail and explanation when speaking.

	Model listening carefully and responding appropriately during conversations and group discussions. 
Encourage children to wait for their turn to speak, reinforcing turn-taking in all interactions. Support children to build on others’ ideas by listening and adding relevant comments. 
Model how to express opinions respectfully, using simple reasons to explain thinking. 
Prompt children to justify their ideas (e.g. “Why do you think that?”). 
Encourage children to use speaking to reason, negotiate and solve problems during play. 
Support children to communicate confidently with peers and adults in a range of situations.

	Takes on roles in imaginative play with consistent character language.
Uses varied tone, pitch, and vocabulary to bring characters and ideas to life. 
Creates detailed narratives during storytelling and small-world play. 
Uses language to plan, predict and reflect during play and learning.
Begins to self-correct and clarify speech to be understood by others.
	Model confident speaking when addressing a group, demonstrating clear voice and eye contact. 
Encourage children to share ideas, events or processes, supporting them to explain what they have done. 
Prompt children to add detail when explaining (e.g. how and why). 
Model how to adapt language depending on the listener (e.g. speaking clearly for an audience). 
Support children to organise their ideas before speaking. 
Encourage use of clear, fluent sentences during discussions and presentations. 
Provide feedback to improve clarity, grammar and confidence when speaking.

	Model participation in small group, whole class and one-to-one discussions, using recently introduced vocabulary in context. 
Encourage children to share their own ideas during discussions, prompting them to use new words from stories and learning. 
Support children to explain why things might happen, modelling the use of appropriate vocabulary. 
Ask open-ended questions to encourage reasoning and deeper thinking. 
Model speaking in full sentences, including past, present and future tense. 
Support children to extend sentences using conjunctions such as and, because, so. 
Encourage children to talk about their experiences and feelings clearly and confidently. 
Provide verbal scaffolding to help children build longer, more detailed responses.


	
	
	
	Enabling environments
	
	
	

	Small group and talking spaces 
Role-play area for real-life conversations 
Story corner with familiar books 
Visual prompts (who, what, where) 
Comfortable, calm environment 
Resources to support talk (photos, objects) 
Daily routines for sharing experiences 
Accessible materials for independent use 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Language-rich environment (labels, key vocabulary) 
Books and story resources accessible 
Small group talk areas 
Visual prompts (describing words, question words) 
Role-play area for real conversations 
Objects/photos to support discussion 
Calm, low-distraction space 
Opportunities for partner talk 
Accessible resources for independent use 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 


	Story area with familiar books 
Story sequencing cards (first, then, next) 
Small world and role-play resources 
Visual prompts (time words, sentence starters) 
Quiet talk spaces 
Creative area for making stories/props 
Accessible books and storytelling resources 
Opportunities for group and partner talk 
Displays with simple story structures 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Small group and circle time areas 
Clear seating for turn-taking 
Visual prompts (listening, speaking rules) 
Calm, low-distraction spaces 
Role-play areas for negotiation and problem-solving 
Resources to support talk (objects, scenarios) 
Opportunities for partner and group discussions 
Display of simple rules (listen, take turns) 
Accessible resources for independent play 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Role-play and small world areas with props 
Costumes and character resources 
Space for imaginative play and storytelling 
Variety of open-ended materials 
Quiet talk and play spaces 
Visual prompts (characters, emotions, story ideas) 
Mirrors for expression (voice, face, actions) 
Resources for making props (drawing, construction) 
Opportunities for sustained play setups 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Circle time / presentation area 
Clear space for speaking to a group 
Visual prompts (speak clearly, look, listen) 
Small group discussion areas 
Talk resources (photos, objects, prompts) 
Quiet, low-distraction spaces 
Opportunities for sharing and presenting work 
Simple planning prompts (what, how, why) 
Displays celebrating children’s ideas 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 

	Small group, whole class and partner talk spaces 
Language-rich environment (labels, new vocabulary displays) 
Books and topic resources accessible 
Visual prompts (question words, sentence starters) 
Quiet, low-distraction discussion areas 
Role-play areas for meaningful talk 
Objects/photos to support discussion and explanation 
Opportunities for sharing experiences (circle time) 
Accessible resources for independent use 
Adult nearby for support
Use of life long learner puppets. 








	Spoken Language: Year 1 – Year 6 
National Curriculum Expectations

	Pupils should be taught to: 
· listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
· ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 
· use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 
· articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 
· give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 
· maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 
· use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 
· speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English
· participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 
· gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 
· consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 
· select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

These statements apply to all years. The content should be taught at a level appropriate to the age of the pupils. Pupils should build on the oral language skills that have been taught in preceding years. 
Pupils should be taught to develop their competence in spoken language and listening to enhance the effectiveness with which they are able to communicate across a range of contexts and to a range of audiences. They should therefore have opportunities to work in groups of different sizes – in pairs, small groups, large groups and as a whole class. Pupils should understand how to take turns and when and how to participate constructively in conversations and debates. 
Attention should also be paid to increasing pupils’ vocabulary, ranging from describing English – key stages 1 and 2 their immediate world and feelings to developing a broader, deeper and richer vocabulary to discuss abstract concepts and a wider range of topics, and to enhancing their knowledge about language as a whole.



	Implementation – Communication & Language

	Intentional Teaching

	· Modelling sentences
· Repetition
· Back and forth conversations 
· High quality story time 
· Nursery rhymes ( 1 a week) 
· Modelling listening 
· Snack time – talking to the children in groups providing opportunity for conversation 
· Bucket therapy for key children 
· Rich enabling environments 













	Enabling Environment

	· Visuals 
· Calm spaces
· Tents
· Role play 
· Outdoor area 
· Time to talk 




Created by Louise Cheetham (Early Years Team Leader) with reference to Mary Sheridan: From Birth to Five Years: Children’s Developmental Progress (2014), DfE: EYFS Statutory Framework (2025), DfE: Development Matters (2023) and Early Years Coalition: Birth to 5 Matters (2021).
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