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Dear Parents
It has been brought to my attention that a number of our children have been posting “you tube” videos of themselves on line.  Even more concerning is that children have used their own names and even made reference to where they are living.

As a school we are exceptionally vigilant about online safety, all lessons involving ICT begin with a recap of our “smart rules” which I have attached. 

The difficulties that we experience in school,  in the main arise out of children’s  use of technology at home, be it children using mobile technology late at night to contact friends, posting videos of friends without permission and most recently the use of Snapchat and Instagram.  It is worrying to hear that some of our children have Facebook accounts, the legal age for this is 14.  To create a You Tube account you must be 13.  

I would advise all parents to talk to their children openly about the dangers of using social media, I will be speaking to the Juniors about this in assembly again this week.  Please re-iterate that children should never use their real name on line.    Last week we had Child Line in and our speaker gave the children some excellent advice about on line safety, we need the help of all parents to follow their children’s online activity closely and ensure that it is the adults who set the parameters and rules about usage.
I have also attached the You Tube Parent Information sheet – you will note that it refers to teenagers!  This sheet is just to raise awareness but there are lots of sites where you can find guidance and advice.
Please contact me immediately if you have any concerns, I am very grateful to the parent who brought this to my attention You tube is a fabulous resource for revision clips, films, sound bites and information but unsupervised can expose children to unsuitable material and in the worst case scenario can lead to life altering circumstances.
Yours sincerely

Sandie Edward

Head Teacher
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