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Geography Curriculum Progression
	
	KS1
	KS2

	

	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	
Locational Knowledge
	
Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

Be aware of what it is like in the UK- farmland, mountains, towns and cities, rivers, woodland. (Barnaby Bear)

Interpret a range of sources of geographical information: including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs.

	
Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans.

Be able to identify Australia on a world map.
Be able to talk about what Australia is like e.g. rainforest, desert, Sydney.
	
Locate and name the continents on a World Map.
Identify the polar regions.
Know the difference between latitude and longitude.
Identify the position and significance of Equator, N and S Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Introduce the Autumn and Spring Equinox and the Winter and Summer Solstices in the Northern hemisphere (linked to Science topic “Light and Shadow” and “Pole to Pole” topics).

Identify largest deserts and highest mountains. Compare with UK.
Locate the main countries of Europe inc. Russia. 

Identify the main geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand that some of these aspects have changed over time.
	
On a world map locate areas of similar environmental regions, either desert, rainforest, or temperate regions.

Identify and locate the main countries in Europe: and know their capital cities 

Locate and name the main   cities in and around the UK; and recognise different patterns of land use, particularly in relation to types of farming.

Compare 2 different regions in UK/rural/urban- Southport/ Ambleside.


	
Locate the main countries in Europe:  Locate and name principal cities.
Understand the similarities and differences between a local UK area with a European one- compare Southport/Madrid; Merseyside/ Iberian Peninsula
Identify longest rivers of the world.
Identify man-made features in North America e.g. Statue of Liberty, Golden Gate Bridge, Grand Canyon, Yosemite National Park, the White House, the Pentagon. Relate these features to the locality e.g. population sizes near tourist landmarks / rivers, transport links/ mountains. Reflect on the importance of tourism industry in these areas.

	
On a world map locate the main countries in North and South America and Australasia/ Oceania. Identify their main environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics and key cities.

Identify and locate volcanic regions, including the Pacific Ring of Fire and locate significant active volcanoes e.g. in S America.

Name and locate key topographical features including coast, features of erosion. Understand how these features have changed over time.

Revisit the position and significance of latitude/ longitude and the Greenwich Meridian. Linking with time zones, night and day.


	

Place Knowledge
	
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non- European country using Barnaby Bear/ class bear.
	
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non- European country, concentrating on islands and sea sides.
	
Compare a region of the UK with a region in Europe, e.g. local seaside/ beach with a hilly area or one under sea level. Link with Science “Rocks and Soils”.

Make comparisons and show links including Arctic and Antarctic regions and endangered species themes. Introduce climatic zones.
	
Compare a region in UK with a region in Africa/ Asia with significant differences and similarities. Link to fair trade; schooling; farming.

Make comparisons and show links between farming practices there compared to UK.

	
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country and a region within North or South America. Key places and physical features of North and South America.
	
Compare a region in UK with a region in N and S America with significant differences and similarities. Understand some of the reasons for similarities and differences. 
N/S America region study.

	
Human and Physical Geography
	
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom.

Identify the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles.

Use basic Geography vocabulary to refer to :

Key physical features including forest/ hill/ mountain/ soil/ valley/ vegetation
Key Human Features including city/ town/ village/ factory/ farm/ house/ office/ shop

	
Know the difference between “human” and “physical” Geography.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to;
Key physical features
Including beach/ cliff/ coast/ forest/ hill/ mountain/ sea/ ocean/ river/ soli/ vegetation/ season/ weather
Be able to measure and record physical elements of weather 

Key Human Features
including city/ town/ village/ factory/ farm/ house/ office/ shop/ harbour.
 
	
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography:

Understand in simple terms how land forms have changed over time- weathering and erosion;
-link to “Rocks and Soils” in Science.

Human Geography
Types of settlement in Early Britain linked to History. Why did early people choose to settle there?
Include trade links in the pre- Roman eras e.g. Iron age.

	
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including climate zones, biomes (a large region of the earth which has a certain climate and certain types of living things). Main types Tundra, Grassland, Desert, Tropical Rainforest, Polar. Link to “Habitats” in Science.
Human Geography including trade between UK and Europe and Rest of World (ROW) through the study of one commodity e.g. bananas/ cocoa. Suggest solutions to promote fair trade.
Types of settlement in modern Britain: villages, towns, cities. (also link to History Anglo Saxon and Viking place names and types of settlement).

	
Identify the land use and affect of tourism in the locality and in a contrasting European country.

Describe and understand the Water Cycle including transpiration; and key aspects of rivers, including physical and human impact of flooding. 

Identify the impact that rivers have on a community and in settlement patterns- including how rivers change the landscape.

	
Describe and understand key aspects of physical Geography including volcanoes and earthquakes, looking at plate tectonics and include the Pacific Ring of Fire. Also examine the Human impact of eruptions; and consider why people choose to live near active volcanoes e.g. Mexico/ Japan.

Distribution of natural resources focussing on renewable energy- (thermal springs); solar, wave and wind power in UK e.g. wind farm off local coastline.


                   


[image: F:\Inbox\IMG_0791.jpg]                        Geography Skills Progression
	Year 1

	Geographical Enquiry
	Teacher led inquiries, to ask and respond to simple closed questions. e.g. about the weather/ seasons.

Observe and record e.g. draw and label pictures to show how places are different.

Use information books/ pictures as sources of information.

Investigate their local surroundings- the classroom and playground. The streets near school- Hampton Road.


	Communicating in Different Ways
	Writing- poetry, lists, expressing their own views, letter.

Expressing own views through speaking.

Give simple reasons for likes and dislikes.

Use simple geographical vocabulary.


	Fieldwork
	Observe and record information about the local area including using vocabulary such as bigger than, smaller than, longer/ shorter

Children to take photos or make recordings of interesting things in the local area and explain what the photos show.

On a walk in the local area, children to pick things up e.g. stick, stone, leaf etc and use them to create memory maps to show their journey.

Study aerial photos of the school and label it with key features e.g. school, church, car park, shops. Compare similarities and differences in houses.


	Map Skills
	Look at a simple map of the local area and identify the things they know and have seen. This may be using photos or just one street.

Make a simple map showing the difference between a drawing and an aerial view.

Create an aerial map of the classroom as a class by using different sized blocks/ or individually.

Recognise that a map of the world and a globe show the same thing.

Follow and understand directions- up/ down/ left/ right/ forwards/ backwards/ in front of/ behind.



[image: F:\Inbox\IMG_0791.jpg]                               Geography Skills Progression
	Year 2

	Geographical Enquiry
	Children encouraged to ask simple geographical questions; Where is it? What’s it like? How is the weather different? How are lifestyles different?
Use NF books, stories, maps, pictures/ photos and internet as sources of information. Look at weather reports and weather maps and recognise symbols. Investigate their surroundings in more detail, including accurate counting e.g. of semi- detached houses/ children who come to school by car
Make appropriate observations about why things happen.
Make simple comparisons between features of different places- Australia/ UK. Different coastal features e.g. What is different between here and there? Why is it different? Compare a sandy beach and a pebble beach or cliffs.
Begin to recognise how people adapt to their environment and affect the environment.

	Communicating in Different Ways
	Writing- poetry, lists, expressing own views, letter.
Expressing own views through speaking. 
Give detailed reasons for likes and dislikes.
Be.g.in to use geographical vocabulary appropriately and with accurate spelling e.g. shop, beach
Communicate findings through reports, graphs, sketches, diagrams, pictures (photos or sketches), recordings

	
Fieldwork
	Study maps and aerial photographs and use simple compass directions (North, South, East, West) and locational and directional language to describe the location of features and routes on a map of the local area. E.g. key human and physical features of the school’s surrounding environment.
E.g. the different amounts of traffic at Ash Street lights compared to Hampton Road and Arbour Street/ different kinds of plants found in the school grounds including trees.
Use the school playground to identify and locate features. Calculate distances between them. Take accurate measurements of rainfall and follow a weather pattern e.g. Spring Term. Use the school grounds to undertake weather surveys, including wind direction, where the sun shines (north, south, east, west), recording changes and observations using a method of choice e.g. rainfall-is it the same on all sides of the school? 
Draw an outline of simple features they observe.
Experiment using simple keys on a map of the school and grounds to identify different locations.
Children to suggest reasons for the differences e.g. in the volume of traffic
Use a camera/ iPad in the field with help to record what they have seen; and label key features using appropriate geographical vocabulary.

	
Map Skills
	Use an infant atlas to locate places in the UK.
Be.g.in to recognise the British Isles in different scales.
Children make sketches/ notes about their school trip and then create a simple map to direct others which uses a simple key and includes the main physical and human features
Make observations about where things are e.g. within school or local area. For example, how many shops there are near the school; which bus stops are near school.
Join labels to correct features.
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	Year 3

	Geographical Enquiry
	Be.g.in to ask/ initiate geographical questions and inquiry.  Gain confidence in speaking to an unfamiliar person. Record some of what they found out e.g. a community policeman about how they control traffic/ keep vehicles safe.
Use NF books, stories, atlases, pictures/ photos and internet as sources of information. Investigate places and themes at more than one scale.
Be.g.in to collect and record evidence aided and be.g.in to analyse. Draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between two locations using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations and justify findings e.g. this mountain top may be in the Himalayas because there is a large mountain range there; there are lots of people because e.g. it is market day; they are wearing special clothing because it is so cold there.
Ask, research and explain the following questions: Why did the stone age settlers choose to settle where they did? What were their settlements like? How did they use the land and how has land use changed today? How did they trade? How is this different today? Relate land use and trade to settlements. Develop children’s awareness of what the UK is like – physical landscape- and where populations are centred.


	Communicating in Different Ways
	Writing- poetry, recount, e-mail, letter, postcard, photographs
Identify and explain different views of people including themselves.
Develop good use of appropriate geographical language to communicate their findings.
Explore geographical issues through discussion or through drama using role play or “hot seating” e.g. the changing amounts of ice at the polar ice caps and saving the polar bear.


	
Fieldwork
	Use locational language to describe the location of points on a map of the school/ local area, especially the 8 compass points.
Conduct a fieldwork project of own choice, e.g. study of the local environment of the school, including main routes to and from the town centre. Suggest ways to improve congestion or how to improve road safety for children travelling to and from school. Undertake environmental surveys of the school grounds- litter, noise, likes/ dislikes, areas for improvement. Plan a tour of the school which includes a map/ plan and the main geographical features you would see, identified with a key. Draw round different sized blocks (moving on from Y1 aerial planning using blocks) to make aerial view of the school.
Point out useful views to photograph for their investigation, make a sketch of a simple feature or photo or take a rubbing of a utility service access. Add titles, labels and dates to evidence gathered. Point out useful views/ sounds/ to record for their investigation. Count reliably. Be.g.in to organise recordings and findings. e.g. small group presentation of findings.


	
Map Skills
	Use 8-point compass points to follow / give directions.
Use letter/ number co-ordinates to locate features on a map. Identify the location of the school within a wider context nationally- county and area of UK.
Make a map of a short route experienced, with features in the correct order e.g. journey to school; make a simple scale drawing
Know why a key is needed and use some standard symbols e.g. use large scale OS maps of the locality
Locate places on larger scale maps e.g. map of Europe and be.g.in to match boundaries with similar maps but of different scales; follow a route on a map with some accuracy (e.g. while orienteering)
Identify key regions as prescribed by content and NC e.g. North and South America/ mountain ranges in the UK
Begin to use Junior atlases and map sites on the internet. Begin to identify features on aerial/ oblique photographs.
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	Year 4

	Geographical Enquiry
	
Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas for enquiry.
Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs.
Investigate places and themes at more than one scale.
Collect and record evidence with some aid.
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions. e.g. make comparisons between locations through photos/ maps/ drawn pictures or sketches e.g. show how the Lake District has changed over time and research the impact of trade and tourism.


	Communicating in Different Ways
	
Writing- poetry, newspaper, report, explanation, e-mail, letter, chart, graph e.g. Explain how a particular crop is grown, harvested and brought to market.
Identify and explain different views of people including themselves.
Further develop the use of appropriate vocabulary to communicate findings especially in topics covered e.g. growing food and different types of farming/ land use
Show measures and data collated in graphs, charts, tables and reports.
Count reliably, measure accurately, record clearly e.g. ml of rainfall, compass direction.


	
Fieldwork
	
Use a range of skills to study locality. e.g. be able to take photographs, label field sketches, make a sound recording, interview a local person, carry out a questionnaire, take non- standard/ standard measurements. Show charts/ tables/ lists/ graphs to present data and be able to draw simple conclusions from data collated.
Classify buildings; and undertake a survey of buildings and materials.
Investigate what jobs people do within and beyond the school, in the local area. Sort them into categories and investigate where and how far people travel to work.


	
Map Skills
	
Be.g.in to experiment with and understand 4-fig grid references on maps using them to locate and describe local features. 
Be.g.in to use recognised symbols from OS maps to identify local areas of interest and show features on own maps.
Identify different hemispheres on a map and be secure with 8 compass points to locate and describe position of places on a map and in relation to each other- where is the Lake District in relation to Southport? Why are we unable to grow bananas?
Children to use maps to locate areas which they think might be biomes e.g. very green areas could be forests, flat pale ones could be deserts- and defend reasoning using knowledge of maps and relief; and compare satellite imagery. e.g. more able children be.g.in to suggest reasoning for rainforest based on proximity to equator and climate experienced there.
Use KS2 atlases, map sites on internet, satellite imagery e.g. Google Earth 
Identify features on oblique/ aerial photographs e.g. large lakes of North America
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	Year 5

	Geographical Enquiry
	Suggest questions for investigating; and prepare questions for an interview. Respond appropriately and ask further questions responsive to viewpoints expressed.
Make relevant notes during an interview e.g. when researching local places of worship [visiting local mosque]
Be.g.in to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. E.g. be able to use a database to interrogate and amend information collected.
Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places.
Collect and record evidence unaided. 
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales E.g. OS maps of Victorian and present- day Southport or compare temperature graphs of various locations
Research and discuss how water effects the environment, include drought and flood, settlement; environmental change and sustainability. Know the water cycle, including transpiration.


	Communicating in Different Ways
	Writing-poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, charts, graphs, overlays. E.g. Explain and present the process of rivers.
Identify and explain different views of people including themselves.
Use appropriate vocabulary when communicating their findings.


	
Fieldwork
	Use a range of skills to study locality. e.g. be able to take photographs, label field sketches, make a sound recording, interview a local person, carry out a questionnaire, take non- standard/ standard measurements. Show charts/ tables/ lists/ graphs to present data and be able to draw simple conclusions from data collated. Be.g.in to use OS maps and work towards 6-fig grid references. E.g. follow the course of a local river.
Evaluate sketch made against specific criteria and be able to improve it, e.g. by comparing against photographs taken in real time.
Design own census and with help, pilot it and evaluate it.
Take photos to show change in the locality. e.g. show different transport used in the area today which would not have been used in Victorian times/compare more recent housing developments with Victorian housing.


	
Map Skills
	Confidently use maps, globes and Google Earth
Use 8 point compass points.
Use 4- fig grid references to locate features on a map. Be.g.in to draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. E.g. draw a sketch map using symbols and a key; recognise/ use OS map symbols. Extend to recognising contours to show relief. E.g. steep inclines/ highest point of hill/ mountain.
Compare maps with aerial photos for a specific purpose e.g. compare villages in Britain with those at a distant.  Know difference between physical and human features.
Use atlases to find out about other features of places e.g. locate wettest areas of the world/ locate mountains/ larger cities. Be able to measure distances between places with reference to scale.
Find/ recognise places on maps of different scales e.g. River Amazon/ River Mersey.
Use index and contents pages in atlases. Use medium scale OS maps.
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	Year 6

	Geographical Enquiry
	Begin to ask/ initiate geographical questions and conduct interviews for collecting evidence, sometimes in a formal situation. Evaluate the quality of the evidence and its reliability (e.g. bias/ age group interviewed) 
Use NF books, stories, atlases, pictures/ photos and internet as sources of information. Investigate places and themes at more than one scale.
Collect and record evidence independently in groups. Be able to use a database to interrogate and amend information collected.
Analyse evidence gathered and draw conclusions e.g. compare two different locations using photos compare pre-war, post-war and present day; look at climate graphs for contrasting location to UK. e.g. rainfall in Amazon Rainforest. Describe and explain the processes that cause natural disasters. Draw conclusions about the impact of natural disasters through the study of photographs, population numbers and other primary resources e.g. Earthquake, hurricane, tsunami. (flood covered in Y4)
Be able to make notes from given articles; or from interviewees/ visiting speakers e.g. road safety links with “Bike-it” and transition talks.


	Communicating in Different Ways
	Writing-poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, letter, charts, graphs, map overlays.
Identify and explain different views of people including themselves, giving increased detailed reasons influencing views and how they are justified.
Annotate sketches to describe and explain geographical processes and patterns. e.g. labelling of new housing estate and resulting change in local shopping area.
Use appropriate vocabulary when communicating their findings.
Explore one geographical issue through debate/ discussion/ role play/ written argument e.g. Destruction- Conservation of the rainforests/ Should houses be built in known earthquake zones?


	
Fieldwork
	Use a range of skills to study locality. e.g. be able to take photographs, label field sketches, make a sound recording, interview a local person, carry out a questionnaire, take non- standard/ standard measurements. Show charts / tables/ lists/ graphs to present data and be able to draw simple conclusions from data collated. 
Begin to use editing techniques to make a presentation recording and evaluate the evidence collected in this way e.g. photo story/ ppt/ film/ sound recording
Design own census, pilot and evaluate it.
Be aware of own responsibility in the world. e.g. through Kensuke’s Kingdom link conservation/ training/ work with orang-utans.


	
Map Skills
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Confidently use maps, globes, a KS2 atlas (including contents and index) and Google Earth to identify significant places and environments stated within the KS2 curriculum.  Recognise world map as a flattened globe.  Use atlas symbols and include keys. 
Use 8 point compass points; and use 4-fig grid references confidently.
Show awareness of latitude and longitude in relation to time and place.  Locate places on a world map.
Use and recognise a range of OS symbols. Be able to draw/ use maps and plans at a range of scales. Draw a plan view map accurately.
Follow a short route on an OS map e.g. orienteering/ residential/ local area
Use atlases to find other features of places e.g. population/ weather patterns/ mountain regions
Use scale to measure distances between places.
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