



  Geography Policy



[image: ]


	Lead 
	Natalie Lamb 

	Head 
	Sandie Edward

	Chair of Governors 
	Jeremy Hooper

	Policy amended 
	Jan 2024

	To be reviewed
	Jan 2027

	Vicar 
	Rev. Rachel Bray









St. Philip’s C.E. Primary School - Geography Policy


Purpose of Study 

A high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time.


Our Aims

At St. Philip’s we aim to provide stimulating opportunities and experiences that enable children to develop their enjoyment and understanding of the world through Geography. 

We aim to:
 
· develop children’s contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes
· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· ensure that children are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
· collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork which deepen their understanding of geographical processes
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length

We also aim to promote the positive attitude and values of:

· Empathy and British/World Citizenship
· Developing an inquiring mind and an open- mindedness towards issues and evidence
· Co-operation
· Personal qualities such as responsibility, respect and tolerance
· The importance of sustainability and stewardship of the environment
· Develop an appreciation for the uniqueness of our planet 
Ensuring Continuity and Progression

‘Continuity - the persistence of significant features of geographical education – is important in Geography for it allows pupils to build on their knowledge and understanding.  Children will revisit basic map skills because they require constant practice if they are to be mastered.  Concepts such as ‘location’ and ‘conservation’ will also be revisited so that children can broaden their knowledge and deepen their understanding of the local and wider world, including the contrasts within it.
.
Foundation Stage
Children at Foundation Stage develop their skills in Geography through direct experience and exploration, learning about their local environment and its impact upon them through their creative development and play. They will begin to understand their place in the world and that of other people through their knowledge and exploration of the school and its local neighbourhood (immediate environment). They will also begin to regard themselves as part of a wider world through considering similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. They will begin to recognise that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and develop sensitivity to this. Children also learn more about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. They begin to make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.
In KS1 pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic, subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. At KS1 pupils are introduced to fieldwork, maps and plans; they study the immediate locality of their school and a contrasting non-European locality; and they investigate the quality of the environment of a locality. This is the foundation for their work at KS2 where a greater range of skills is developed. Pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe; and North and South America so considering the wider locality and its links with the world. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. Additional focused themes will also be investigated such as “Rivers”. Children should develop a richer and more specific use of geography vocabulary and be able to use a wider and more complex range of resources. 

Organisation and Delivery

Geography is taught as a discrete subject in mixed ability classes in half-termly blocks or as part of a cross-curricular unit of work. Pupils are given the opportunity to work individually, in pairs, small groups and as a whole class. They are often required to make an individual response to a class/group stimulus, enabling them to respond at their own level. Children record their observations and findings through a range of activities and methods, drawing on strong cross curricular links with Maths, English (including role play), Science, Computing and Art. Fieldwork forms an important tool in the understanding of physical processes and the study of contrasting and changing environments, so appropriate and essential risk assessments will be conducted for any off-site visits.

Children needing additional help and guidance will be given appropriate support and extra opportunities to practise skills. Children with outstanding abilities (“Highly Able”) may be encouraged to develop their skills further, learn more advanced skills and concepts, solve more complex problems, or research using wider ranges of secondary or primary sources. 


Equal Opportunities

At St. Philip’s we recognise that pupils have a range of needs. We are committed to providing for individual needs in order to ensure that all pupils have access to a broad, balanced curriculum, are challenged and make good progress in school. Our approach is an inclusive one, based on high expectations for all, and includes those who require consideration additional to that given to other pupils due to disabilities or learning difficulties; and those who are exceptionally able. We seek to provide a happy caring environment, where there is concern for developing the full potential of pupils through a supportive atmosphere. This is reflected in our Mission Statement, and our commitment to inclusion.

Staff should support pupils with SEND to overcome any barriers to participating and learning, and adapt current plans to enable them to participate in all aspects of Geography.  When planning, any personal targets the pupil has should inform this planning. Sensitivity is exercised when pupils’ home areas are studied as part of the curriculum.


Health and Safety

When working with tools, equipment and materials, children are taught the appropriate health and safety procedures and understand the steps they should take to control risks. Before organised field trips take place, a detailed risk assessment is carried out before the visit. All trips will be fully assessed in line with current government guidance and regulations regarding Covid-19. Adult to child ratios are observed according to National Guidelines for respective year groups. Children transported to events by parents observe the legal requirement that any child under the age of 12 is required to use a booster seat unless they are taller than 1.35m. Strict instructions are given to children about expectations and behaviour beyond school premises. When using the internet as a resource, safety protocols are in place.


Resources

[bookmark: _GoBack]Each class has its own stock of related resources. They include information books such as Folens “Access to Geography”, pictures, postcards, photographs, computer technology and DVD materials. Each class also has access to a globe and world map. Field trips are encouraged wherever possible, particularly to develop the children’s understanding of physical geography and provide “real life” experiences. A digital camera is available in all classes to aid recording and follow-up work. Access to Science equipment, for example to collect soil samples or take measurements, is also enabled. Resources are regularly reviewed and amended or replenished when necessary within budget constraints. Whole school resources, such as atlases and ordnance survey maps, are kept in the subject leader’s classroom or the central Geography cupboard.




Role of the Subject Leader

The curriculum leader for Geography works with the whole school staff to develop a cohesive experience throughout the school.

The curriculum leader will also:

· Support colleagues in their development and understanding of detailed work plans, implementation of the scheme of work, and in assessment and record keeping.
· Take responsibility for the purchase, maintenance and organisation of resources for Geography, considering cost effectiveness.
· Keep up to date with developments in Geography provision and teaching.
· Attend curriculum leader meetings and courses (where available), attend cluster group meetings and work alongside other colleagues.
· Monitor and review the planning and delivery of Geography throughout the school.
· Advise the Headteacher of action required (e.g. resources, standards etc.)
· Encourage and assist any in-service training.


Geography is a subject in its own right and has specific skills and knowledge, which need to be taught and learned. However, some of these skills and knowledge can be applied across the curriculum to support work in other subjects.


Assessment

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant Geography Programme of Study.

Teachers will monitor and review individual progress during lessons and using evidence gathered over a period to summarise that progress. Progress is recorded termly on the Insight assessment system and individual tracking ladders (stuck in the children’s Geography books) at the end of each unit. Data from this is collated and analysed by the co-ordinator and then shared with the Headteacher and Link Governor. Findings from assessments will be used to inform the action- planning process. Within each unit there is also a longer writing task which will be assessed using success criteria.  We will engage in whole school moderation exercises. 


Amended January 2024. This policy will be reviewed next year in line with school directives.


This policy document is distributed to all members of the teaching staff and the curriculum committee of the Governing Body. Further copies of this policy are available in the school office. Such distribution ensures the availability of the document to visiting teachers and to parents. 






















Appendix 1
Subject Content
Key Stage 1
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 
Pupils should be taught to:
Locational knowledge
· name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 
· name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas
Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country
Human and physical geography
· identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
· use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
· key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 
· key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
· use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far, left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map
· use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key
· use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

Appendix 2
Subject Knowledge
Key Stage 2
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to:
Locational knowledge
· locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
· name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
· identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)
Place knowledge
· understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or South America
Human and physical geography
· describe and understand key aspects of: 
· physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle
· human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water
Geographical skills and fieldwork
· use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied
· use the 8 points of a compass, 4- and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
· use fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies
      




	
image1.png
St thp s CE

PRIMARY SCHOOL




