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Reading in Reception 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At St. Philip’s C of E Primary School when children enter the Reception class they take part in high-quality, phonics sessions every day. A systematic programme of Essential letters and sounds (ELS)  is used which is taught at a rapid pace: children are introduced to 1 phoneme per day throughout the first term. ELS has proven to be an extremely effective, lively and fun way to begin the reading and writing journey. The teaching of this is multi-sensory and active using the wider school environment such as the Reception outdoor area to ensure purposeful learning is taking place. Letter sounds are sent home as they are introduced in class to consolidate learning and to keep parents/carers up to date on the progress being made in school.  
During phonic sessions children learn how to do “sound talk” (we do this like robots with chopping hand arm movements). The teacher shows children how to do this for example; c-a-t = cat/. The sounds (phonemes) are spoken aloud, in order, all through the word. This is called blending which is a vital skill for reading.
They will also learn to do it the other way around; cat = c-a-t. The whole word is spoken aloud, and then broken up into its sounds (phonemes) in order, all through the word. This is called segmenting and is a vital skill for spelling. 
“Harder to read and spell ” words (irregular words such as “I”, “said”, “some”) are also taught when individual children are deemed ready. Children are continually assessed during and at the end of this period and if secure move onto the next phase sounds as appropriate.  Intervention activities will be in place for those children who are not secure with the Phase 2 sounds to target any gaps in phonic knowledge so far. 
To foster a deep love of books and reading, children in Reception Class are encouraged to take home a class library book on a daily basis. These books can be a great opportunity for parents and carers to share a love of reading with their children. When the children begin to learn some initial letter sounds, home school reading records are sent home along with picture books initially, developing to phonetically suitable reading books when the child is ready. These books are organised into coloured levels based on a national book banding system and parents are encouraged to listen to their children read as often as possible. 
The teacher or teaching assistant in Reception Class listen to the children read individually, at least once a week. In addition to this, the teacher conducts a guided reading session with small groups of children. Workshops are also held to inform parents of how they can help with in supporting their child in learning to read. 

 Writing in Reception 
Children in Reception will be encouraged to have a go at writing their name using a Pre-Cursive Handwriting style.  Teachers will model how to form letters correctly, so that children can eventually acquire a fluent and legible handwriting style. All children will be encouraged to develop a tripod grip when holding a pen or pencil which needs considerable co-ordination and practice. Fine and gross motor skill activities will be encouraged on a daily basis to ensure that children’s fingers and shoulders are strengthened to provide the necessary form and stamina for writing. 


Maths in Reception
Children in Reception will be welcomed into a maths rich environment at St. Philip’s C of E Primary School. We follow the EYFS Development Matters Framework. The expectations at the end of the Reception Class are as follows: 

	Maths
Number
	Children count reliably with numbers from 1-20, place them in order and say which is 1 more/less than a given number. Using quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, halving and sharing.
	Children estimate a number of objects and check quantities by counting up to 20. They solve practical problems that involve combining groups of 2, 5 or 10 or sharing into equal groups.

	Maths
Shape
Space
Measures 
	Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time & money to compare quantities and objects and to solve problems. Recognise, create and describe patterns. Explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to describe them.
	Estimate, measure, weigh and compare and order objects and talk about properties, position and time.



We ensure that the children get to experience maths in real life contexts and have plenty of opportunity to develop their own understanding of numbers and shape, space and measures through play. A child’s ability to solve problems is actively encouraged and promoted at every given opportunity. 
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