[image: ]     RE SYLLABUS FOR CHURCH SCHOOLS 

	Unit 4.4 Exploring Easter as a story of betrayal and trust

Suggested number of hours 5

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall - People of God – Incarnation – Gospel – SALVATION – Kingdom of God

	The aim of this unit is to: 
· give children the opportunity to reflect upon the importance of power and the effect of betrayal, trust and forgiveness.  
· deepen pupil’s understanding of the concept of salvation. 
· focus on the significance of the incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story.


	Christian Values
Trust 
Forgiveness
Hope
Reconciliation

	Key Skills
Empathise
Analyse
Investigate

	Key Questions  
· What is trust?
· How do we show trust?
· Who do we trust? Why?
· Why is trust important?
· Why did Judas betray Jesus?
· What does it mean to betray someone?
· How does it feel to be betrayed?
· What is forgiveness?
· Have you ever forgiven someone?
· Have you experienced being forgiven?


	Key Vocabulary   
Trust, betrayal, forgiveness, Judas, loyalty, Peter, Gethsemane and Jerusalem.

	Key Experiences
Critical analysis of Easter story, highlighting times of trust and betrayal.
Role play of Peter’s denial and Jesus’ forgiveness. 
Looking at artwork depicting the events in the Easter story. 
Ask pupils to describe/explain what they could learn from the behaviour of Peter, Judas and the women. 


	Link to Understanding Christianity 
Understanding Christianity Unit 2A.5 Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday? 




	To Begin with 
Begin a discussion about trust by playing trust games e.g. leading a blindfolded partner around an obstacle course; putting your hand in a feely bag; falling backwards into the arms of someone who is ready to catch you!   Use these experiences to reflect on what trust is and what it is not. What does it mean to trust someone? 
Whom do you trust?  Why? Can trust between two people be one way?
Record  individually

Link trust and responsibility; discuss trusting someone to carry out a task, with a secret or with taking care of someone.
What qualities make a person trustworthy? Is it possible to trust someone you do not know? Why? 
Write a job description of a trustworthy person.  
Discuss the relationship between trust and loyalty.
Is trust important? When? Why? 
How does it feel when someone you trust lets you down, betrays you?
What does it mean to betray someone?  Or to be betrayed?
What feelings does it cause?
Record the above individually or in groups.

There are many incidents of trust and betrayal throughout the Star Wars films.  If the children know these films well they may find it easier to talk about the experiences of the film characters before talking about themselves.






Explore the Text 
How did Jesus’ disciples show their trust in him? 
Record in your class RE Scrapbook.
What did they base their trust on? Recall briefly stories such as the calming of the storm, 
(Mark 4:35-41), Jesus walking on water (Matthew 14:22-33) and Feeding of the 5000 (Matthew 14:15-21), Jesus never let them down and showed them through his actions that he was/is trustworthy.

In what ways did Jesus trust the disciples? 
Record in your class RE Scrapbook.

Read the sending out of the twelve. (Mark 6: 7-13, Matthew 10: 1-20)

Critically analyse the Easter story, highlighting the times of trust and betrayal. Working in pairs give the children a copy of the Easter Story from Palm Sunday through to Easter Morning from a children’s Bible. Ask them to cut up the story and separate it into times of trust and times of betrayal. 
Or you could read through the story on your interactive whiteboard together as a whole class and highlight on the board the times of trust and betrayal in different colours.
Record in your class RE Scrapbook.

If the Easter story was written in the Bible as a comic strip what words would be in the thought and speech bubbles? Work in groups using large thought and speech bubbles. 
Record in the class RE Scrapbook.
Who betrayed Jesus?  Why?
Why did Judas betray Jesus?  
Record the children’s ideas. 
Bible References: Matthew 24:14-16, Mark 14:43-50, Luke 22, John 18.  
Judas was paid 30 pieces of silver. Can you think of 30 reasons why he betrayed Jesus? Was it worth it? Why didn’t Jesus stop him? 
Discuss as a class.

Create a wanted poster for Judas. 
Put Judas in the hot seat. Pupils could take turns taking on the role and being asked questions by the rest of the class.
Take photos and record questions and answers in your class RE scrapbook.
Look at paintings of Judas’ betrayal e.g. 
Judas betrays Jesus with a kiss – Chris Cook, 
Jesus betrayed by a kiss – Michael O’Brien,
Judas betrays Jesus – Caravaggio, 
The Last Supper – Eularia Clarke.
Discuss the content, facial expressions, colours used etc. How has the artist interpreted the moment? Cross curricular link – Art 

 
Why did Peter betray/deny Jesus? Role play Peter’s denial in the courtyard (Mark 14: 66-72) (such a change from the angry man in Gethsemane cutting off the soldier’s ear Matthew 26:51).
Freeze frame and stop the drama at various points to discuss Peter’s feelings.  
Take digital photos of the freeze frames and annotate them. 
Look at paintings of Peter’s denial e.g. 
Peter weeping – Robert Leinweber,
Peter’s Denial – Michael O’Brien,
Peter’s Denial – Rosann Casco,
Peter’s Denial – Carl Heinrich Bloch, 
Peter’s Denial – Sangrada Familia – Gaudi (Barcelona Sculpture Façade).
Discuss the content, facial expressions, colours used etc. How has the artist interpreted the moment? Cross curricular link – Art. 
Record the children’s comments and ideas in class RE scrapbook.

Use clips of these events from the Miracle Maker film.
Is Peter’s betrayal different to Judas’? Why?
Record individually
What did Peter write in his diary that evening?
Did Peter change after his denial?
Record individually
What questions would the children like to ask Peter?

After betrayal comes forgiveness. What is forgiveness? Ask the children to express the meaning of forgiveness through a piece of artwork – painting, clay, drawing or collage.
Record individually and take photos



Discover the impact

Peter denied knowing Jesus to save his own life. Discuss the lives of Christians who have not been afraid to declare their faith in Jesus even when it has meant they would lose their lives, e.g. St Stephen Acts 6:8 - 8:3, St Paul, William Tyndale, Jim Elliot and Oscar Romero. Record individually.

The Christian charity OpenDoors supports persecuted Christians today. There are many stories and children’s resources on their website including the secret smuggler Brother Andrew. 
The Bible Society continues to ‘smuggle’ Bibles into countries such as North Korea and China today. Create a display and as a class lead an act of collective worship about Christians being persecuted. 


Make the Connection
Jesus forgives Peter and gives him the most important job imaginable. Why? (John 21)
If you were Peter standing in front of Jesus how would you feel?
Is it easy to forgive someone who has betrayed you? Why? Have you ever forgiven someone? Have you had experiences of being forgiven? 
Record individually
What does the Bible say about forgiveness? Look up Matthew 6:14, Matthew 18:21, Mark 11:25 and discuss.
Briefly draw attention to the role of the women (and other disciples e.g. John) 
They did not betray Jesus, they trusted him throughout, stood at the foot of the cross and were first to know about the resurrection.
They remained loyal.
What can we learn from the behaviour of Peter, Judas, the women and Jesus?
Record individually

Discuss with the children what matters most to them. Is there anyone or anything they would not deny knowing? 
Record individually

Dive Deeper
Exploring the concepts of trust and betrayal through stories of Jewish people during World War 2, such as Anne Frank and her family, along with those who helped the Jews such as Corrie Ten Boom. Choose carefully from the many suitable, incredible stories of forgiveness found on The Forgiveness Project Website http://theforgivenessproject.com/

[bookmark: _GoBack]The story of Eric Lomax ‘The Railway man’ is a powerful story of forgiveness. Lomax, a Japanese Prisoner of War forgives his captors. (NB: ‘The Railway man’ film is rated 15). 
 
There may be appropriate news stories linked with the theme of this unit.

In several countries around the world, including Cyprus and Greece, the Orthodox Christian Church burns effigies of Judas as part of their Easter Celebrations. This act has been the centre of much controversy; however the orthodox church is clear that it is not anti-Semitic; it is the symbolic burning of the traitor Judas in a similar way to the burning of a guy on Bonfire night.
Have a look at photos and discuss. 
What do the children think about this event?
Record in your class RE scrapbook



	[image: World Faiths]What do other faiths say about forgiveness?
Non-Christian Faith Link 

	Briefly discuss what other faiths say about forgiveness?
“God forgives you if you forgive others.”  Quran 64:14
“The weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.” Mahatma Gandhi (Hinduism) 
“Subvert anger by forgiveness.” Jainism
“The best deed of a great man is to forgive and forget.” Islam
“Where there is forgiveness there is God himself.” Sikhism
“They should rather pardon and overlook. Would you not love Allah to forgive you? Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” Quran 24:22
Leviticus 19:18  Judaism/Christianity.
Do the children agree with the statements?
Are they surprised by how similar they are? Why? Why not? 




	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	trust and forgiveness are key Christian values.

	
	the incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story are significant to the outcome.

	
	the events of Holy Week and Easter are key to understanding what Jesus came to earth to do – God’s salvation plan. 

	
	we (Christians) believe that they can trust Jesus.

	
	

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 

	
	identify and explain the significance of the incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story.

	
	ask good questions about people’s values and commitments.

	
	use religious vocabulary to make links between Christian beliefs and the stories of Lent Holy Week and Easter.

	
	use key religious vocabulary to describe and talk about the importance of forgiveness in Christianity.

	
	describe and show understanding of the Christian value of forgiveness in relation to the story of Peter. 

	
	








	I know: 
	[image: ]
	[image: ]

	that trust and forgiveness are key Christian values.
	
	

	that Christians believe that they can trust Jesus.
	
	

	that the events of Holy Week and Easter are key to understanding what Jesus came to earth to do.
	
	

	that the incidents of betrayal and trust are significant.  
	
	

	I can: 
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	identify and explain the significance of the incidents of betrayal and trust in the Easter story – God’s salvation plan.
	
	

	use key religious vocabulary to describe and talk about the importance of forgiveness in Christianity and in my own life.
	
	

	ask good questions about people’s values and commitments.
	
	

	use religious vocabulary to make links between Christian beliefs and the stories of Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.
	
	

	describe and show understanding of the Christian value of forgiveness in relation to the story of Peter. 
	
	




ResourcesJudas is leaving. Why?
Why does he have a bag?
Judas betrayed Jesus. Why?
Imagine if you were using modern technology to spy on Judas, would you have told Jesus what he was doing?  Why?
Did Judas know what the consequences of his actions would be?
Watch the scenes of Judas’ betrayal in the Miracle Maker film.
This is a difficult aspect of the story but it needs to be explored

Reflection and Response CD
Judas
[image: ]


The disciples fell asleep 

[image: Gran Canaria 185]Can you remember this part of the Easter Story?
Explain the betrayal and trust.
Think of words to describe the feelings of Jesus and the Disciples.
What questions would you like to ask Jesus and his Disciples?
What happens next?


The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD

The Last Supper 

[image: small upper room]Can the children identify the symbols of betrayal and trust in the picture?
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