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	Unit 4.5 Are all churches the same? 
Suggested number of hours 12 (6+6) 

	Christian Concepts
God – Creation – Fall – People of God – Incarnation – GOSPEL – Salvation – KINGDOM OF GOD
In this unit pupils will deepen their understanding of how the church lives out the GOSPEL and contributes to the building of the KINGDOM OF GOD.  

	The aim of this unit is to:
· Give children an understanding of the church in its widest sense. 
· To ensure pupils know that Christianity is a multi-cultural worldwide faith. 
· To enable pupils to see the similarities and differences between denominations and to develop further their understanding of symbolism.   
· To further develop children’s understanding of places of worship from faiths other than Christianity e.g. Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism etc. 

	Christian Values
Faith 
Respect 
Reverence
Service

	Key Skills
Reflect
Investigate
Apply
Enquire

	Key Questions  
· What does ‘church’ mean? Are all churches the same?
· What does it mean to belong to a church?
· What have you learned about the church that you didn’t know before?
· Where do people of other faiths worship? Are they all the same?
· Are there any similarities between places of worship? What are the key differences?


	Key Vocabulary   
church, chapel, cathedral, sacrament, vicar, curate, priest and minister


	Key Experiences
Visiting the Parish Church and at least one church of a different denomination followed by a discussion of the similarities and differences.

	Link to Understanding Christianity 
There is no direct link to an Understanding Christianity Unit 

	To Begin with 
Challenge the pupils in pairs to create a PowerPoint of at least ten pictures of different places of worship worldwide from Christianity and other world faiths. (If possible make sure that the children also record which country the place of worship is in.)  
Spend time sharing the pictures and discovering the similarities and differences within and between the places of worship. 
We have discovered that….
Record ideas in your class RE scrapbook. 

Separate and collate onto one PowerPoint all the Christian places of worship. You will return to explore the other places of worship later in the topic.

What do the children already know about the Church?
What would they like to find out? 
Are all churches the same? 
Record the children’s answers and questions on a large mind map in your scrap book. 
The mind map is now your topic map. It may or may not include what you have planned but it is important that you listen to the children. However, do ensure that this topic includes something about the worldwide church and the different denominations within the church.
You may also wish to incorporate local historical places of Christian worship such as Abbeys and Priories.   
There are several photographs in the Pictures file on this CD suitable for use with this unit. 





Explore the Text 
Re-emphasise that the church is the people and not the building. Give each child a rock/stone to hold and talk about the qualities of the stone. Jesus said to Peter that he was the rock on which he would build his church (Matthew 16:18)
If a person is compared to a rock then what qualities must that person have?
In what ways was Peter a rock?
How did Peter respond to this challenge? 
What did Peter do in order that Christ’s Church should be built?
Be detectives and look up in the Book of Acts the work of Peter and the Disciples after Pentecost. (Acts 3,4, 9:32 onwards, 10)
Record the children’s answers ideas and discoveries in your class RE Scrap book.

In his letter to the Romans, St Paul tells the Christians that they are all members of the Body of Christ. The church is one body of people all working together to share the good news and build the kingdom of God. 
Romans 12 – Paul gives guidance as to how the members of the body/church should behave.
“Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought .”
“Love must be sincere.”
“Be devoted to one another.”
“Be joyful, patient, faithful.”
“Live in harmony”
“Practice hospitality”
“Overcome evil with good”
In what ways would your local parish church live out these instructions? Draw symbols/pictures. illustrating Paul’s guidance.
Record individually.

Link to your school Christian values, in what ways do you as a school live out these instructions?
Make posters and create a display.




Discover the impact
In the beginning there were no buildings called church only people.  
The church can gather together without a building.

Christian festivals such as Spring Harvest, Greenbelt, New Wine and Keswick are all held in a variety of places such as Holiday camps, Marquees, Race courses and large fields. Pictures of these events can be found using Google Images and film clips on YouTube.   The children may have experience of worship outdoors at school.

It is important that children grasp some understanding of the worldwide and multicultural nature of the church. To add these dimensions to your topic, use the internet to find and visit churches from around the world.
Across the world by Martyn Payne and Betty Pedley ISBN: 9780857460745
Where in the world? by Martyn Payne  ISBN: 9780857461551
Both published by Barnabas in Schools
The Barnabas in schools website also has a wealth of downloadable resources.  www.barnabasinschools.org.uk 

‘As a worldwide family of churches the Anglican Communion has more than 70 million adherents in 38 provinces spreading across 161 countries. Located on every continent, Anglicans speak many languages and come from different races and cultures. Although the churches are autonomous, they are also uniquely unified through their history, their theology, their worship and their relationship to the ancient See of Canterbury.’ (Short history of Anglicanism https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/being-an-anglican/anglican.aspx )

Look at pictures of churches from all denominations across the UK right through the ages up to the present day. Create a short timeline using pictures from the PowerPoint created earlier and additional pictures. 
Focus on differences and similarities.  
Record individually

Why are many of these places so huge? 
Add in pictures of churches from all around the world. If you Google search the most beautiful/extraordinary churches in the world, you will find the most incredible buildings. Ask the children to express their thoughts about these buildings; likes, dislikes, questions amazement etc. 
Again focus on similarities and differences.
(Many pictures can be found in the Reflection and Response resources CD and on the website www.request.org.uk/ )

Clips from BBC Songs of Praise which can be found easily on You Tube give good examples of a variety of churches from around the country and the worship taking place there.
What do all churches have in common?
What are the essential ingredients needed to make a church building?
Record individually 
Why?  Do you all agree?
If pupils have not mentioned it, you could add the idea of atmosphere being an essential ingredient. 
Ask them to describe the links between what happens in church to the essential ingredients they have chosen. Is there a match? Do these thoughts change what the children consider to be essential? 
What are the symbolic meanings of the things/objects you have chosen? 

Do the children have any good ideas for new ways to do ‘church’? E.g. café church, worshipping out of doors, breakfast clubs or skate boarding church.
Record individually
Your local churches may be experimenting with some fresh expressions of church such as Messy church. 

Together make links between Bible stories, Christian belief and the church building/contents and what happens there. 
Two simple examples of this are Jesus’ Baptism and the Font, The Last Supper and the Altar and Eucharist. 
Consider, the singing, the prayers, the lectern, the high ceiling, the statues or lack of them and social activities.  All of these things can be linked to stories and beliefs.
Record individually.

Make a visit to your Parish Church along with at least two churches of another denomination if possible. 
Don’t forget to take photos.

What are the similarities and differences between the churches you have visited?  Why? Describe these differences.
Record individually 

What are the most interesting things you have discovered? Why?
Record individually 

Are there any similarities/differences in what happens in the churches? Ask the children to describe/explain the similarities/differences.
To record this, the children could work in groups and create posters.
E.g. Anglican churches use a chalice for communion, Methodist churches use small individual cups on a tray. In Baptist churches, there will be a large Baptistry pool. In an Anglican church, there will be a Font.

If possible interview the Roman Catholic Priest, Methodist or Baptist Minister.
Record the children’s questions in your class RE Scrap book.

What time of year is it?  
The Church has its own calendar, seasons and festival days.
You can find information at www.request.org.uk   
At the Synod of Whitby in AD 664 the leaders of the Christian church at that time met to discuss the date when Easter should be celebrated. Children could research this event and decide who would have won their vote, Wilfred or Colman?
Look at the colours that are used to represent these special times and explore the symbolism.
Are the colours important?  Why/why not?  
Does the colour fit the season? How? Why? 
What colours would the children use to represent their day, week, year etc?  Why?
Record individually




Make the Connection
Make a visit to your local church to look at the notice board/notice sheets/newsletter.  What do you find there? Are you surprised by anything you see?
Are there any links to charity or missionary associations?  Why?
What do these things tell you about what it means to be a Christian?  
What do the notices and newsletter reveal about Christian values, commitment and behaviour? Make a link to Romans 12.
Record individually
What would be on a notice board about you?
What would that reveal about your values, commitment and behaviour?
Record individually
Pupils may enjoy discussing the differences and similarities between what happens in the two buildings featured in the Church and football stadium photo in the picture folder.

[bookmark: _GoBack]


Dive Deeper
Going to church is usually associated with Sunday, why? 
Is it only possible to go to church on Sunday? Is Sunday worship more important than worship on any other day? You could create a debate – Literacy link.
How do people become members/join the church?
Is there a test?  A dress code? How do they know they belong?  What does it mean to belong to a church?  
In groups or as a class write a character description of someone who is a member of a church. Then draw what that person looks like. Have they created a stereotype church goer?
Record in your class RE Scrapbook 
Show the children a collage of people from all walks of life. Which of these people go to church? It’s possible that they all go to church, Why? How?
Whatever you look like, anyone and everyone is welcome to go to church. It is a person’s beliefs, values, attitudes and behaviour that are important. “Man looks at the outward appearance God looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16v7



	[image: World Faiths]Are all places of worship the same?
Do people worship God in the same way?
Non-Christian Faith Unit  – Places of Worship                           6 hours.

	
Before you plan check what has been studied when the children have covered Unit 2.5.
Now spend time exploring other places of worship. 
Begin with places on the PowerPoint made earlier in this unit and places in the local community. Include all major world faiths.  

Information and ideas for activities can be found in the Mosque Unit from the DBE Islam CD and the Synagogue Unit from the DBE Judaism CD.
Good practice would be to make at least one visit to a non-Christian place of worship in KS2.
There should be enough time to study two places in depth and increase the pupils’ knowledge of others. 

Introduce children to the rich religious vocabulary associated with places of worship. Ask them to describe what happens in the places of worship, and why? 
Record individually.
Explore the ways in which the building and the worship reflect the values, commitments and beliefs of the people who worship there. 
Record as a class.
Ask pupils to consider in what ways their special places reflect their values, commitments and beliefs. 
Record individually.

Suggestions for activities and questions.
What makes this place special?
What makes this place Holy?
To whom is this place special?
Why do people gather here to worship?
Look at the design of and furniture in the building. 
Identify the similarities and differences between this place and the church. 

Explore the stories and beliefs behind the furniture and symbolism of the places of worship. 
Examples of questions you might like to ask
Why are there no pictures in a Mosque? 
Why is the Torah Scroll kept in an Ark?
Why are there many statues of different gods?

Ask and answer questions about the worship that is expressed in the building. Who? What? Why? Where? When? How? 
Examples of questions you might like to ask:
Why do worshippers remove their shoes?
Why do men and women worship separately?
Why do people wash before worship?
Do the worshippers sing?
Are there particular times for Worship?
Does everyone cover their head with a scarf? 
Do all places of worship have a programme of social activities? Why?
Are different parts of the building used for different purposes? What?
Why is there a kitchen?
How many different places of worship are in your village/town/city? Why? 


	Cross Curriculum Links 
DT - Making of Models of places of worship and artefacts
Literacy – creating guide books to the places of worship
Numeracy – Symmetry and pattern
Art – Pattern and design





	By the end of this unit pupils will know that: 

	
	not all church buildings are the same but have similar features according to denomination.

	
	Peter and the disciples ‘built’ the church after the events of Pentecost.

	
	Christianity is a world-wide multi-cultural faith.

	
	the Bible gives guidance to the church about behaviour and attitudes and what that guidance is.

	
	people of other faiths have different places of worship, the names of those buildings, key features and the worship that takes place there.

	By the end of this unit pupils are expected to be able to: 

	
	use religious vocabulary to name features of the church building, talk about their significance and link to the Bible.

	
	identify similarities and differences between churches and denominations worldwide. 

	
	ask good questions about the similarities and differences between different denominational practices.

	
	make links between values and beliefs and behaviour.

	
	talk knowledgeably about other places of worship, the features of the building and the worship that takes place there.



	
I know: 
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	that not all church buildings are the same but have similar features according to denomination.
	
	

	that Peter and the disciples ‘built’ the church after the events of Pentecost.
	
	

	that the Bible gives guidance to the church about behaviour and attitudes and I can talk about what that guidance is. 
	
	

	that Christianity is a world-wide multi-cultural faith.
	
	

	that people of other faiths have different places of worship and I can name the buildings, key features and the worship that takes place there. 
	
	

	I can: 
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	use religious vocabulary to name features of the church building, talk about their significance and link to the Bible.
	
	

	identify similarities and differences between churches and denominations worldwide. 
	
	

	ask good questions about the similarities and differences between different denominational practices.
	
	

	make links between values and beliefs and behaviour.
	
	

	talk knowledgeably about other places of worship. The features of the building and the worship that takes place there. 
	
	





Resources
Reflection and Response CD
A Church in Italy
[image: ]
Have you visited a Church like this one?
This area is called a cloister, what is its purpose?
I wonder what it would be like to stand or sit in this place?
Do you think you would like to pray in a space like this?  Why?








Church Furniture
[image: Wilfrid's pulpit and lectern 4]Identify the Church furniture in this picture?
Why does a Church need special furniture?
What are these pieces of furniture used for?
Could you still hold a service in this Church without all the furniture?







The full resources can be found on the Reflection and Response CD
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