THE ANIMALS’
WAR




A wide variety of animals played an active part in WWI




S

N
.

HORSI




Horses performed many different roles in WWI

British Army in November 1918
Horses and mules
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Riding horses




Cavalry

Royal Scots GreySprac .
they gointo battle '/ '/
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Many wounded horses were treated at Royal Army Veterinary
Corps animal hospitals




8 million horses mules and donkeys died in action




484,000 horses and mules died in the British army
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But most died from cold, hunger, exhaustion and

Brltlsh troops scrapmg mud from a muIe on the Western Front in November 1916
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What happened to the horses when the war ended?
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ﬁ There were 800,000
7 horses and mules in

s the British army

25,000 were retained
' in the British army

60,000 -100,000 were .
~ auctioned in Britain

* The remainder were

_ sold where they were

i to farmers and
butchers




JAMELS

Imperial Camel corps fought in
the hot deserts of Egypt and
Palestine




DOGS




Dogs performed many different roles in WWI




Training




Messenger dogs
faced many
hazards on the
battlefield

A German messenger dog Ieaps a trench on the Western Front 1917 >’
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Wounded German messenger Dog Hospital
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Mascots and companions

the Northumberlan o A ‘ ’
Fusiliers. He went to o A B
France with the Regiment ﬁ:’ - \\
in April 1915, was e A 7
wounded and gassed T e
during the Second Battle / o \*
of Ypres the following A ; 7, \x§
month. He was buried by ﬁ\/ﬂ / ;'
shellfire on several = ¥ e~
occasions and died in o ‘. : 5 Mg ~
action with many of his : _— i
companions on.the \1 e e R
Somme in 1916 \ £ i &5 -
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n being'reshomed or returned
mals were simply abandoned
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) NEY T A | Canadian soldiers release a
l l‘, I‘J(’l\ b messenger pigeon from a trench

on the Western Front, 1917
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PIGEON MESSAGE Ifw
RECHVED AT MESGAGE CRNTER IMBEMSML 422 PM () \X < A
70 C. 0. 308th INFANTRY =
FROM 1st BN 308th INFANTRY

WE ARE ALONG THE ROAD PARALELL 276e%+ OUR AR ILLERY IS DRUPPING
A BARRAGE TERFCTLY QN US. FOR HEAV'NS SAKE STOP. IT. |

YHITTLESAY

“ Ay 308th
BIRD EELRASED 3 P.M. / |

RECEIVED AT IOFT 4:05 PM,
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. Cher Am| a famous messenger p|geon who served in the' S army
'fecoverung,frOm battle minus a Ieg"'ﬂer I‘ater died of his wounds
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