
Week 1 Spring 2 

LO:Word families 

Tuesday 21st February

1) Find the word in the 
dictionary

2) Put the word into a 
sentence to show its 
meaning

3) How will you remember it 
? Word as a picture? Break 
it down into syllables…

mnemonic?
Big, elephants, can, 

always, understand , small , 
elephants 



SPAG diminutives on separate PowerPoint



Tuesday 21st February 2023 

LO: To plan a newspaper report



What is a newspaper?

Why do people read them?

What types of things are 

written in them?

Who writes news stories?

What are the key features 

of a newspaper?

Recap



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Headline
Newspapers use headlines to grab 
your attention. Headlines try to tell 
the story in as few words as 
possible.



To be great journalists we 

need to think about…

Don’t forget HOW!



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Quotes
Quotations tell us what has been said 
and who said it. They can help to tell 
the story by giving the reader the 
opinions of the people involved.



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Photos and captions
Photos and captions help to tell the story 
by giving readers a snapshot of what 
happened, where it happened or who it 
happened to.



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Paragraphs
Paragraphs help the reader clearly understand 
the information on the story. Each new 
paragraph should be given a 'subheading'. This 
is a very short title that tells the reader a little 
about what the paragraph is about.



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Past tense
Newspapers talk about events that have 
already happened e.g. instead of using run
we could say ‘Kensuke quickly ran towards 
the woods to alert the orangutans.’



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

Facts and opinions

Facts are things that we know for sure. News reports must be 

factual. Some articles in newspapers are ‘opinion pieces’ but 

serious news reporting has to be factually accurate (the paper 

could be sued if they print an opinion as if it is a fact). However, 

news reports can print quotes that feature other people’s opinions.

An example of a fact would be that Michael was stranded on an 

island with his dog Stella. An example of opinion would be that 

Michael probably enjoyed his time on the island because he 

didn’t have to complete any chores. That may be his opinion but 

we can’t prove it – therefore, we can’t say it is a fact.



Key features:
Newspapers consist of a number of key 

features that we will be looking at today

By-line

This is the name of the reporter who 
wrote the article (who it is by). 
Getting a by-line on your story is a big 
deal for journalists and not all stories 
have by-lines.



You are going to be writing a newspaper report about the 
Mount St. Helens volcanic eruption. 

Recap your knowledge about this event by reading notes 
from your reading books that you completed before the 

half-term. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYla6q3is6w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYla6q3is6w


What your newspaper report will include:

Headline – usually only four or five words. It tries to attract the interest of the reader by telling them what 
the story is about, in a short and interesting way.

Introduction – It will set the scene and summarise the main points of the article: 
who, what, when, where.

Body – provides more detail about the event, in particular it answers the questions how and why.

Quotes – sometimes articles will include what a person (like an eye-witness or an expert) has said. These 
will be in speech marks (direct speech). You might also want to include reported speech (indirect speech). 

Photograph and caption – sometimes articles have a photograph, and a sentence explaining the 
photograph.



Examples of headlines:

You are going to plan your 
newspaper report. Let’s look at this 
together before you complete it. 





Key spellings

Mount St. Helens
Skamania county
State of Washington
volcano
mountain
earthquake
volcanic eruption

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYla6q3is6w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYla6q3is6w


Teacher slide. Example of possible written outcome. It is continued 
on the next slide



A local firefighter recalls the devasting events, “I have such vivid  flashbacks of the approaching ash 
cloud, the bizarre dark skies at daytime, the uncertain fears of inhaling the ash, deserted streets, and 
closed schools. How can we move on from this?”

Some other eye witnesses got to see “a small wisp of smoke rising at the volcano’s summit. ... The 
plume drifted eastward, walling off the sky with a white-and-dark-grey blanket from the treetops east of 
the mountain, rising to the height of the summit.”
“This is God's power in action," said one awed observer.

All that is left to be seen of Mount St Helens now is an enormous crater in the north side of the 
mountain.  Time will tell just how the town in Skamania County will recover from such devastation.

-Ray Johnson The Times

Continued



Wednesday 22nd February 2023 

SPAG (past and present progressive) on 
separate PowerPoint



Wednesday 22nd February 2023 

L.O: To write a newspaper report about a natural 
disaster



Features of a newspaper 
article

• Headline
• Orientation
• Main body of text
• Photo
• Caption
• Reorientation

Recap



Headline

• In bold
• Catchy
• Alliteration
• Interests the 
reader

• Serious or 
humorous

• Only has a few 
words

• Action verbs



Orientation
• This introduces the 
story and should GRAB
our attention. It will 
set the scene and 
summarise the main 
points of the article. It 
is often only one
sentence so you must 
make it a good one.



Main Body of Text

• This is written in:

It answers the 
questions:



photo
The photo 
shows us a 
snapshot of 
what happened, 
where it 
happened or 
who it 
happened to. It 
should make 
the reader “feel 
something” so 
that they want 
to read the 
article. If 
possible, it 
should show 
action.



It is a 
label for 

the 
photograph!

Caption

A caption goes underneath a 
photo to identify something 
or someone and to give us 
more information. 



Reorientation
• This ends the retelling of 
events. It brings us up to 
date.

• Because it is telling us 
what is happening NOW it 
will move from the



What your newspaper report will include:

Headline – usually only four or five words. It tries to attract the interest of the reader by telling them what the story is 
about, in a short and interesting way.

Introduction – It will set the scene and summarise the main points of the article: 
who, what, when, where.

Body – provides more detail about the event, in particular it answers the questions how and why.

Quotes – sometimes articles will include what a person (like an eye-witness or an expert) has said. These will be in 
speech marks (direct speech). You might also want to include reported speech (indirect speech). 

Photograph and caption – sometimes articles have a photograph, and a sentence explaining the photograph.

Recap your plan with your partner.

Share your first sentence that you are going to write (which should include the 5Ws).



Sentence starters and spellings for SEND/WT if needed

Yesterday at 

A 5.1-magnitude earthquake

A cloud of 

This is said to be

Millions of trees have been

The falling ash

At least ____ people have been reported to have

An eye witness described the events that unfolded, “

Key spellings

Mount St. Helens
Skamania county
State of Washington
volcano
mountain
earthquake
volcanic eruption
destruction 



Thursday 22nd February 2023

Continue L.O: To write a newspaper report about a natural disaster

L.O: To edit my newspaper report



You now need to edit your writing.

Have you included the 5Ws? Are they clear to the reader?

Have you included facts?

Have you included direct speech? Is it punctuated correctly?

Have you included any reported speech?

Have you included thoughtful vocabulary choices? Use a thesaurus or magpie some vocabulary from our 
reading lesson on synonyms.

Do all the proper nouns you have included have capital letters?

Have you used a variety of punctuation and sentence structure? 

Have you checked spellings you are unsure of and checked that any Y5/6 spellings are spelt correctly?



Chn to have in partners to check their 
writing


