Year Group: Reception    Autumn 2 2025     Half Term Overview of Key Objectives   [image: ]
Theme: Core Value –         Polar Explorers             	  
Class Texts: The Scarecrow’s Wedding, The Runaway Iceberg, The Polar Express, The Christmas Story 
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	Literacy Reading 

	ELS Phonics – 
j, v, w, x 

The Scarecrow’s Wedding 
(week 1)


	ELS Phonics – 
Y, zz, qu, ch, 

The Scarecrows Wedding 
(week 2)
	ELS Phonics- 
Sh, th, ng, nk 

The Runaway Iceberg 
(week 3)
	ELS Phonics – ai, ee, igh, oa 

The Runaway Iceberg
(week 4)
	 ELS Phonics – Review week. – Autumn 2 

The Polar Express
(week 5)
	ELS Phonics – review all sounds Autumn 1 / 2 

The Polar Express
(week 6)
	ELS Phonics – Review all sounds Autumn ½

The Christmas Story  
(week7) 

	Literacy Writing 
	 I can write a cvc word independently. 

I can write my name independently. 

I can Listen and respond to the story, joining in with repeated phrases or predicting what might happen next.

I can identify the main characters (Betty O’Barley and Harry O’Hay) and describe them using simple adjectives (e.g., kind, helpful, happy).


	I can recall key events from the beginning, middle, and end of the story.

I Understand new vocabulary from the book (e.g., scarecrow, wedding, list, adventure).

I can write a list for the Scarecrows wedding. 
 
I can write a simple sentence using the teacher’s model. 
	Children will listen attentively to the story and recall key events in order (beginning, middle, end).

Children will answer simple “who,” “what,” and “where” questions about the story.

I can demonstrate understanding by identifying the problem (the iceberg breaking away) and how it was solved.




	I can order the story correctly, using visual promotes and key vocabulary 

I can write CVC words relating to winter. 

I can write a sentence about a penguin. 

I know the format and can write a fact file with some support. 
	I can draw a scene or character from the story and dictate a sentence to describe it.
I can attempt to write letters or words related to the story (e.g., “bell,” “train”).

I can make tickets, postcards, or letters inspired by the story.

	I can order the story from beginning, middle and end. 

I can create my own character to add to the Polar Express, with use of pre taught vocabulary. 

I can write a simple sentence based upon The Polar Express. 



	I can order the Christmas Story correctly through visuals and oral explanation. 

I can write a list to Santa using phase 2 and some of Phase 3 sounds. 

I can write a simple sentence about the Christmas story. 

	C&L
	I can sustain my attention without support on the Scarecrows’ Wedding. 

I can use and respond positional language through action and picture selection. 
	Uses new vocabulary introduced during activities, stories or experiences.
 
Begins to describe events and or objects using detail. 

. 


	Engages in more sustained conversations with adults and peers.

Explains likes/dislikes using reason (“I like the story because it’s funny”). 

	 Demonstrate understanding by answering simple questions about the story (“Where did the penguin go?” “Who did he meet?”). 

 Recall key events in order, showing awareness of the story sequence.

 

	Make connections to their own experiences with Christmas and traditions. 

Listen attentively to the story, responding to key events and characters.



	Join in with repeated phrases, refrains, or predictable parts of the story.

Follow simple instructions linked to story-based activities (e.g., “Pretend to get on the train”).

	Retell parts of the story using pictures, props, or gestures.


Describe characters, settings, and events in their own words.

Express ideas and feelings about the story (“I would like to meet Santa,” “I like the reindeer”).


	Maths 

	It’s me 1,2,3 
 
I can Count objects, actions and sounds. 
I am able to link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value.

I can explore different representations of 1,2,3. 

I can find 1,2,3 within text. 

	Circles and Triangles

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language.

I can recognise circles and triangles within the environment. 

I can use informal language to describe shapes. 


	Circles and Triangles 

Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to describe shapes.

I can identify circles and triangles within objects. 

I can identify which shapes are not circles and triangles. 
	 1,2,3,4,5

Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

Points or touches (tags) each item, saying one number for each item, using the stable order of 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.

To be able to represent 1-5 in different ways. 

Match number names to numerals an quantities 
	1,2,3,4,5

Touch objects by counting 1-5.

To know numbers are made up of smaller numbers. 

Take part in practical opportunities for 1-5 activities. 

Explore composition of 1-10. 
	Shapes with 4 sides 

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles and cuboids) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’. 

Uses informal language and analogies, (e.g. heart-shaped and hand-shaped leaves), as well as mathematical terms to describe shapes.



	Shapes with 4 sides

Compose and decompose shapes so that children recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can. 

Enjoys partitioning and combining shapes to make new shapes with 2D and 3D shapes.


	PSED 

	1 decision - Blue explores road safety 

I understand the importance of being safe when out and about. 
	1 decision - Blue gets lost 

I can understand why it is important to follow a grownups rule

I can listen and understand why blue gets lost. 
	1 decision - Blue learns to share 

I can share appropriately and understand what happens if I don’t

I understand the importance of sharing and the effect it has on others.  
	1 decision - Blues best friend 

No outsiders 

I can understand the importance of having positive relationships 

I can recognise key people within my life 


	1 decision - Blues indoor voice 

I can control my voice level 

I can recognise what is appropriate noise level and what isn’t

I know what an indoor voice is.  
	Being thankful at Christmas 

I can recognise the importance of being thankful 

 I know what being thankful means
 
I can recognise that we should be thankful for whatever we receive. 
	Christmas games 

I can share and turn take whilst taking part in Christmas activities 

I know what sharing looks like 

I know what turn taking looks like. 

	PD 
	Dance Unit 1 lesson 1
Theme: Head, shoulders, knees and toes
To explore different body parts and how they move
	Dance Unit 1 lesson 2
Theme: Head, shoulders, knees and toes
To explore different body parts and how they move



Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 1
Theme: Busy bees
To develop stopping a rolling ball.
.
	Dance Unit 1 lesson 3
Theme: Head, shoulders, knees and toes
To explore different body parts and how they move and remember and repeat actions
Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 2
Theme: Ladybirds and butterflies
To develop accuracy when throwing to a target.

	Dance Unit 1 lesson 4
Theme: Transport
To express and communicate ideas through movement exploring directions and levels.

Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 3
Theme: Grasshoppers
To develop bouncing and catching a ball. 
	Dance Unit 1 lesson 5
Theme: Morning Routine
To copy and repeat actions showing confidence and imagination.



Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 4
Theme: Caterpillars
To develop dribbling a ball with your feet..
	Dance Unit 1 lesson 6
Theme: My journey to school
To move with control and coordination, linking, copying and repeating actions



Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 5
Theme: Spiders
To develop kicking a ball.

	Dance Unit 1 lesson 7 
Theme: My journey to school
To move with control and coordination, linking, copying and repeating actions



Ball Skills Unit 1 lesson 6
Theme: Spiders
To develop kicking a ball.


	UTW
	Diwali
Light /Dark 
Fireworks 
Weddings and Marriage 

-Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
- Understand that some places are special to members of their community.

	Weddings through the years. 
Mrs. Rimmer. 
Wedding traditions. 
Honeymoon, gifts. 

- Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.
- Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.
-Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
- Understand that some places are special to members of their community
	Antarctica – the life of the penguin. 
Penguin’s habitat. 
Comparison to our landscape. 

- Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
- Explore the natural world around them.
- Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
	 Freezing and Melting – states of matter 
Exploring arctic community with ours. 

- Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
- Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.
- Explore the natural world around them.
- Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.
- Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
	Discussing how we celebrate Christmas. 
Christmas traditions – tree, food. 
Steam trains 

-Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
- Understand that some places are special to members of their community.

	Making hot chocolate and popcorn for our Polar Express Party 



- Explore the natural world around them.
- Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
	Christmas Story and traditions. 

To help children develop an awareness of different celebrations and traditions, noticing similarities and differences between their own lives and those of others.


 Talk about their own experiences of Christmas or other celebrations.

 Explore how light, decorations, and giving are part of many cultural traditions.
	

	RE 
	Diwali
Special People 
Chatterbox
Who is Special to us? Why – what values do they have?
	Special People
How do we decide who is special? What do special people do?
Link to Scarecrow Wedding – Rev Rachel is special why?
	Special People 
What does Jesus do that makes him special?
Feeding of the 5000
Who is special in other Faiths? (see video clip on Quest)
	Christmas
Clever Cub story and his bag
What is a birthday? 
What do you do to celebrate?

	Christmas
How do we celebrate Jesus’s birthday? 
Dress two baby dolls one in modern clothes and one as a baby in Jesus‘ time
	Christmas
I can retell the Christmas Story. 
Show on Big Frieze where the story fits in.  
Sequence an retell the story. Link to other Faiths (see Quest) week 7 Mosque
	Christmas
I can compare Christmas traditions across all religions.  

	Computers/Ipads
	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can research and find out key information about a scarecrow
	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can design my own scarecrow on mini
mash. 
	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can watch videos on real icebergs melting. 


	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can use mini mash to compare appropriate animals habitat games. 
	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can design my own Christmas gift. 
	Mini Mash/Cross curricular activities

I can play Christmas games appropriately. 
	Mini Mash/Curricular activities 

I can use mini mash to take part in set Christmas tasks. 

	Music (EAD)
	Buddie rehearsal and song practice 

I can practice in a group ready for rehearsal 
	Buddy assembly 

I can perform and join in during a performance 
	My stories
Listening and responding to different styles of music
Embedding foundations of the interrelated dimensions of music
 
	Christmas songs rehearsal 

I can understand the purpose of a performance 

I can begin to learn Christmas songs and know why we are learning them. 
	Christmas songs rehearsal 

I can join in appropriately and try my best within my role. 

I can respect other’s roles within a performance and support my friends appropriately. 
	Christmas nativity 

I can understand my role within a performance 

I can join in with songs that I have learnt. 

	My stories 
Learning to sing or sing along with nursery rhymes and action songs
Improvising leading to playing classroom instruments


	Art/DT (EAD)
	Firework pictures 
Decorating Diwali clay lamps. 
- Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
-Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
-Join different materials and explore different textures
	Scarecrow stick puppets/face plates. Making and wrapping wedding gifts for the wedding
- Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
-Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
-Join different materials and explore different textures.

	Penguin Collage
Snow globe pictures. 
 - Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
-Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
-Join different materials and explore different textures.

	Igloo Construction 
- Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
-Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to
represent them.
	Designing decorations/making Christmas trees. 
- Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
-Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to
represent them
	Making Christmas Cards
-Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
-Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
-Join different materials and explore different textures.

	Christmas crafts 
Explore different materials, textures, and techniques when creating Christmas crafts (e.g., cutting, gluing, painting, sticking).
 Use tools safely and with increasing control (e.g., scissors, paintbrushes, glue sticks).  
Choose colours and materials for a purpose (“I want to use red because it’s like Santa’s coat”).
Express their own ideas and feelings through craft-making.
Take pride in their creations and talk about what they have made.
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