The coming Autumn Term in Year Two 2013
The partnership between home and schools is vital if our children are to reach their full potential. We at St.Philip’s are continually seeking to strengthen this partnership and this sheet will, I hope, provide you with information that will enable you to support your child whilst they are in Year Two.
The school day starts with registration at 8:55am and arrivals after this time will need to go through the main door at the front of the building. To allow your child sufficient time to hang up coats and sort out their belongings it would be helpful if they could arrive before 8:55am when possible.
Reading is a very important aspect of every child’s learning and. to achieve the best results, needs to be supported across the partnership. By listening to your child read each evening for five or ten minutes you will be assisting your child’s development and strengthening our partnership. All children will continue to read the colour banded books before moving on to class library books. 
The children will continue to learn following the topic based format following the learning goals as laid out in Reception and Year one. This means many areas will be delivered as part of a topic rather than as a specific individual subject. However, the National Curriculum framework remains at the heart of the planning. Some subjects lend themselves to topic areas, whereas others do not and will be taught independently. 
In English we will be studying stories set in familiar surroundings and our class stories include, ‘The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark’ and The Rainbow Fish Trilogy. In writing, we will be focusing upon developing characterization, setting the scene, using interesting vocabulary and structuring sentences. Poetry will cover rhythmic and counting poems and non-fiction will be looking at instructions including recipes and making lists. History topics are ‘the Gunpowder Plot’ and ‘Remembrance’. In mathematics we will be studying number bonds to 10 and extending to 20, understanding numbers to 100 and beyond, addition, subtraction and multiplication of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables, 2 D shapes and measuring. In RE we will be studying the Creation and how we can look after our world and other religions such as the Hindu festival of Divali. The science strands covered in our topic Animals includes nocturnal animals, habitats and light and dark.
Your child will receive spellings to be learned at home each week. These will follow the Literacy Strategy guidelines and incorporate the phonics programme. They will be given on a Friday and tested the following Friday as I am aware that some people have weekly commitments whilst others are busy at the weekend. Hopefully everyone will find time to work with their children on their spellings.
Phonics will continue to be taught in daily sessions based upon the Letters and Sounds programme as in previous years. We will be grouping the children from both Year One and Year Two according to the phase they are working within. 
PE sessions are on Monday and Wednesday. Kit required is a white T-shirt, navy shorts and pumps please. Trainers may be worn for outdoor activities but it is essential pumps are worn inside. Please ensure that all P.E. clothing is also clearly labelled. Jogging bottoms and sweatshirts may be sent in to be worn for additional warmth. Please label these also.  It is helpful if girls wearing tights, have a spare pair of socks in their kit for indoor PE.
St. Philip’s is a member of the Healthy Schools Programme which includes water bottles for drinking throughout the day. Please ensure your child has one every day. Your child will continue to receive fruit for their morning break provided by Sefton.
Thank you for your continuing support. 
Regards,
Mrs J Afford           
Class teacher
The coming Spring Term in Year 2

The partnership between home and schools is vital if our children are to reach their full potential. We at St.Philip’s are continually seeking to strengthen this partnership and this sheet will, we hope, provide you with information that will enable you to support your child during this term.
Please may we take this opportunity to remind you that registration is taken at 8:55am and lessons commence at 9am. Therefore, arrivals after this time will need to go through the main door at the front of the building and not the classroom door. To allow your child sufficient time to hang up coats and sort out their belongings the door is opened at 8:45am.
As reading is a very important aspect of every child’s learning we are asking you to please support your child’s development by listening to your child read each evening for a few minutes. In this way you will be helping your child and strengthening our partnership. 
Children will continue to read the colour banded books until they have reached the lime band before moving on to class library books. Children are still welcome to select a library book to read independently or with an adult as an additional read. Please can your child return read books on Thursdays to be changed.
The children will continue to learn following the topic based format which follows the learning goals as laid out in Reception and Year one. This means a lot of the work is child initiated and many areas will be delivered as part of a topic rather than as a specific individual subject. However, the National Curriculum framework is at the heart of the planning and will be covered in detail. 
This terms topic are The Rainbow Fish and Animals.  Predominate themes other than literacy are, PSCHE, map reading, co-ordinates and comparing the Ilse of Struay (Coll) with Southport. In English we will be studying stories written by the same author such as, The Rainbow Fish trilogy and related stories, the Katie Morag stories, developing characterisation and setting scenes. Poetry will cover rhythmic and counting poems and non-fiction looking at instructions including recipes, flow charts and making lists. In mathematics we will be studying number bonds to 20, understanding numbers to 100, addition, subtraction and multiplication and introducing division, weight, time, pictograms and 3-D shapes. In science we will be studying forces and life cycles.
Your child will continue to receive spellings to be learned at home each week. These will follow phonic patterns and include topic related words. They will given on a Monday and tested the following Monday to give you more flexibility.
PE sessions remain Wednesday and Fridays.. Please ensure that all P.E. clothing is also clearly labelled. Jogging bottoms and sweatshirts may be sent in to be worn for additional warmth during outdoor activities. Please make sure these are also labelled with your child’s name.

Please ensure your child brings a water bottle each day (this can be a simple bottle of water and doesn’t have to be a bought one). Your child will continue to receive fruit for their morning break provided by Sefton.

Thank you for your continuing support. 
Regards,
Mrs J Afford, Class teacher
The Summer Term in Year 2

The partnership between home and schools remains vital throughout the year if our children are to reach their full potential. We are continually seeking to strengthen this partnership and we hope  the following information will enable you to support your child. 

Once again please may we take this opportunity to remind you that registration is taken at 8:55am and lessons commence at 9am. Therefore, arrivals after this time will need to go through the main door at the front of the building and not the classroom door. To allow your child sufficient time to hang up coats and sort out their belongings the door is opened at 8:45am.
Reading continues to be a very important aspect of every child’s learning. Once your child has mastered the skills of decoding, they may appear to be well on their way to being good readers. However, that is just the first step. Once they are decoding they need to develop their comprehension skills. This is more complex and they will initially learn literal comprehension and then inferential which is quite difficult. Therefore, it is important that you continue to support your child by to reading with them each evening for just a few minutes, even if your child can already decode texts competently. By asking them questions about the text you will be aiding their comprehension skills. 

Children will continue to read the colour banded books until they have reached the lime band before moving on to class library books. These books may not appear to be as challenging in their vocabulary or length but are carefully structured to best support comprehension skills development. Children are still welcome to select a library book to read independently or with an adult as an additional read.
This term’s topics are Life Cycles and The Great Fire of London; predominant themes being Science and History. In English we will be focusing on factual writing incorporating flow charts and labeling diagrams. We will be examining a range of poetry through the fabulous stories by Dr. Seuss and Julia Donaldson supporting phonics and creative writing. Whilst studying The Great Fire of London, we will be looking at diary and newspaper writing, comparing media coverage of current events today with it in the 1600s. In mathematics we will be consolidating knowledge of number bonds to 100 and understanding numbers to 1000. Multiplication is the main focus this term and we would appreciate any extra support at home to help your child to learn their tables. We have found the best way to learn tables is to chant the full table, as we did at school, ie.1 x 5 = 5 through to 10 x 5 = 50. Just counting up in 5’s does not aid mental recall of the multiplication facts. All areas of shape and measure will be extended from last terms learning.
Spellings will continue to be given out each week. However, we will be giving the children a short break over the next few weeks whilst they are doing their assessments. 
Children will be completing a range of assessments over the next few weeks. These will include the Government’s Statutory Tests plus our own teacher assessments and tests in reading, comprehension, writing, spelling and mathematics. Your child’s end of year level will be based upon their work in class as well as the outcome of these tests. It will be a teacher assessment level and not solely a score gleaned in tests.
PE sessions remain Wednesday and Fridays. As weather is becoming warmer, the PE kit is shorts and a tee shirt with a change of socks. It would be helpful if your child could bring a pair of trainers for games and athletics, and when possible, to leave them in school. Please ensure it is all clearly labelled.  
As the weather improves, it becomes more important that your child brings a water bottle to school each day. 
Thank you for all your continuing support. 
Regards,
Mrs J Afford, Class teacher

