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St Philip’s CE

PRIMARY SCHOOL




The Autumn Term in Year 1

Dear Parent / Guardian,

Welcome to Year 1!  I hope everyone had a fantastic summer and are ready for a busy term.  Children have begun to settle into their new routines and are becoming more independent.  Doors open at the beginning of the day at 8.45pm and the register is called at 8.55pm.  Please ensure your child arrives promptly so they are ready to begin lessons.  

We continue to follow National Curriculum 2014 and have begun tracking children’s progress using a 6 point system.  Children in Year 1 are assessed against statements in band one.  More details of this will be given at ‘Meet the Teacher’, on Monday 14th September.  
This half term our topic is ‘Toy Story’.  Many of our subjects will be taught using this theme to make learning as fun and enjoyable as possible.  
English – Our focus stories for this theme are ‘Toys in Space’ and ‘Old Bear’.  We plan our English lessons using Pie Corbett’s ‘Talk for Writing’ process.  Through these stories children will develop key reading and writing skills. We will also be reading and sharing lots of other stories about toys.
Maths – Number and Place Value, Measurement, Addition and Subtraction, Statistics (Block diagrams) and Shape
Science – Animals, including humans
History – Toys from the past.

Art – Self-portraits / Making toys
PE – Dance and Rolling skills

RE – God and Creation
Role-Play - Toy Hospital
As toys is our History unit, we are asking children to bring into school, any toys that belonged to their parents/grandparents/family members.  We are also looking for someone to come into school to talk to the class about games and toys they used to play with.  Please see me at the end of the day if you or someone else can help with this.
Children will continue to bring their reading books home and should have them in school every day.  Please read every night with your child and include a comment in their reading log.  All children will be reading colour banded books.  Each band includes a range of fiction and non-fiction books.  In school, children will read as a small group, at least once a week but can change their individual reading books whenever they finish them (children need to place their own reading book in the yellow tray when it is ready for changing).  Please encourage children to discuss the story as well as reading the words, as this is just as important.  We want children to enjoy reading and develop a love for books!
Children will bring their homework book home on a Monday.  They should complete the task and bring their book back by Friday.  This will give me chance to mark it and set the next piece of homework ready for Monday.  Homework will be a mixture of subjects and may be a task which requires your help!

In phonics, children are grouped according to their ability. They will bring their phonics book home on a Friday, with spellings that they need to practise ready for a test the following Friday.  Please ensure that the children keep their phonics and spelling books in their book bags all of the time.

On a Thursday we have ‘Show and Tell’.  If children have anything they would like to share with the rest of the class they will be given the opportunity to talk about it during this session.  KS1 have ‘Golden Time’ on a Thursday.  Children can bring a small toy to play with as a reward for good behaviour (no handheld computer games please).

Children are encouraged to drink water throughout the day so it is helpful if they can have a named water bottle in school with them each day.

Children are timetabled for PE on a Wednesday and a Friday.  Please ensure your child has their full PE kit with them every day though.  Children will be doing dance, gymnastics and games.  Children are allowed to bring in navy blue tracksuit bottoms for outdoor PE in the winter but please ensure they always have shorts for indoor PE.  Please encourage your child to get dressed themselves in the morning so they find it easier once they are in school.
Thank you for your support,

Mrs Parsons, Class Teacher

