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St Philip’s CE

PRIMARY SCHOOL




The Spring Term in Year 1
Dear Parent / Guardian,

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and are ready for this new term.  As you know, we are now in our lovely new classroom and the children have settled in very well.  We have new trays in our classroom that children can now keep their book bags in. This is much easier for children to find their books when needed.  Unfortunately, only the school book bags fit in our trays, so if your child does not have one, please could you purchase one from the school office for £4.00.  PE pump bags are also available for £3.00.
Out topics for this term are ‘Who does the slipper fit’? and ‘London’.
In English, we will be reading 2 different versions of ‘Cinderella’,’ Prince Cinders’ and ‘Cinderboy’.  I am sure the children will love developing their English skills through these stories.  We will be following the ‘Talk for Writing’ process so there will be lots of opportunities for speaking and listening.  Look out for photographs on the website for some of these!  Children will continue to be encouraged to write in full sentences, using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops.  They will also be adding more detail to their writing by adding exclamation marks, question marks, adjectives and time connectives.  At all times, children are expected to apply their phonic knowledge to their writing.  This is something they should be practising at home on a regular basis.  We will also be continuing cursive handwriting.  I have attached a copy of this so that children can use it at home too.
In Maths, children will develop their skills through, group, individual and play-based practical activities.  The main areas we will be looking at this term are –
· Reading and writing numbers to 100 in numerals and figures.

· Counting forwards and backwards in ones.

· Place value (tens and units).

· Addition and subtraction to 20.

· Measuring and recording weight and height using non-standard and standard units.

· 2D and 3D shape

· Counting in twos, fives and tens.

· Multiplication as repeated addition.

· Sharing and grouping.

· Number bonds to 20.

· Time (o’clock and half past times).

· Grouping in tens.
· Position, direction and movement (forwards, backwards, up, down, left, right, above, below, beside.)
· The 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

Please practise basic number facts with your child.  These include number bonds to 10 and 20, doubles/halves to 20, 2,5 and 10 times tables.  This can be done at anytime, including walking to school, in the car and whilst you make the tea!
Children will continue to bring their reading books home and will be encouraged to do as much reading as possible.  Please help your child by listening to them for 10 minutes each night and encourage them to talk about the story and the characters as well as just reading the words. They will continue to bring homework and spelling books home on a Friday. At the end of term, we had a number of children without spelling books on a Friday and this made it difficult for the children to keep all their spellings together.  Please ensure your child has their spelling book every Friday.
PHONICS WORKSHOP – I will be repeating the Phonics workshop that I delivered, before Christmas, for those parents that could not make it.  It is only a 20 minute workshop but includes valuable information about ways you can help your child prepare for the National Phonics Check in June.  These will be held on Monday 25th January (9.00am and 5.30pm).
Class Assembly -  We will be holding a short class assembly on Friday 11th March (9.15am).  Everyone is welcome to come and share what we have been learning.
In the other areas of the curriculum we will be covering the following topics-
Science – Everyday materials, including a Cinderella mop investigation, Plants and Spring
History – Hans Christian Andersen
Geography – Great Britain and London

RE – Baptism and Easter (celebrating new life)
PE –  Dance (Mr Strong/Cinderella), Gymnastics, kicking skills
ICT – Flobot, Barnaby Bear Tours the UK
Art – Collage and Sculptures.
To find out more about what we are doing in school don’t forget to look on the school website.  Please come to see me at anytime if you have any worries or concerns.  The best time is at the end of the day.
Thank you for your support,

Mrs Parsons
Key Vocabulary Topic Vocabulary
Fairy Tale

Once upon a time ….

One day …..

happily ever after ….

Materials

Wood

Plastic

Metal

Elastic

Paper

Rock

Brick

Fabric

Rubber

Foil

Glass

Adjectives to describe materials.

Plants

Trees

Common plant and tree names

Past

Present

Then

Now

Old 

New

Great Britain

Country

City

London (and famous landmarks)

Baptism

Promise

Godparents

Easter

