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[bookmark: _TOC_250009]INTRODUCTION
When Caesar Augustus decreed that a census should be undertaken of the whole Roman Empire, he may well have known that there would be logistical challenges in undertaking it, and he may well have known that it would involve upheaval for many people as they returned to their places of birth. But what he couldn’t possibly have known is that the census would also be the driving force in probably the most famous story the world has ever known. Without the census, Mary and Joseph would never have made their journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, would never have found shelter in a little stable, and would never have placed baby Jesus in the humble manger of the animals. The nativity story owes everything to the census, and in this playful version, we celebrate that fact.
[bookmark: _TOC_250008]SYNOPSIS
Our two television presenters, Abi and Seth, introduce us to their programme ‘It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here!’ set in BC Bethlehem. They zoom in on The Outback Inn where the locals are discussing the recently-announced census. They are far from positive about the arrival of newcomers to their town (IT’S A CENSUS, GET ME OUT OF HERE).

The presenters tell us about the challenging journey that some of the new arrivals have undertaken, zooming in on Mary and Joseph, who have made their way via donkey (WALKING AND WALKING).

The presenters interview a local boutique Bed & Breakfast owner, Caleb, about how busy Bethlehem is getting and whether there are any rooms left for latecomers!

Back in Bethlehem, it is indeed feeling very full. Joseph knocks on door after door, but only has bad news to tell Mary (NO ROOM AT THE INN, MARY).

The presenters introduce a stable, within which the animals are feeling rather complacent as they haven’t really been affected by the census at all, contrary to the rumours. But then Mary, Joseph and a donkey are shown in (JUST AN OLD BARN).

The presenters announce that there will be some new arrivals shortly too. We see the shepherds visited by some angels announcing the birth of Jesus (SO WE COULD SEE THE BABY).

The presenters introduce the Three Wise Men who have turned up at the inn, telling the people there of their journey (THE THREE WISE MEN). The Wise Men exit towards the stable, followed by the increasingly curious residents of Bethlehem.

At the stable, baby Jesus is asleep in the manger, surrounded by all of the visitors. Some of the residents of Bethlehem enter, including those who have been most vocal about the impact of the census. The
presenters ask if anybody still wishes to “get out of here”, but now everybody wishes to stay (SING IT OUT).

[bookmark: _TOC_250007]CHARACTER LIST
The play has been written with 36 speaking parts, though this could easily be adapted (see p9). There is also plenty to do for a large ensemble. The parts fall roughly into the following groups:
· Presenters and Production Crew
· Residents of Bethlehem and Roman Soldiers
· Animals within the stable
· Shepherds and Angels
· The Three Wise Men plus entourage
· Mary, Joseph and the donkey
Page 7 details the number of lines spoken by each character.
Page 8 details which characters appear in which scenes.

All characters could be played both by boys and girls, with names altered to suit if felt necessary.
[bookmark: _TOC_250005]SCENE BREAKDOWN AND SONGS
To help make the script as accessible as possible, as well as helping with the rehearsal process, ‘It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here!’ is divided up into six scenes. Each scene contains one song, with the exception of the final scene which also includes the finale.

	Scene Number
	Content
	Songs

	
One
	Abi and Seth, hosts of the television programme ‘It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here!’, welcome viewers to Bethlehem. As we ‘go live’ to the town, many of the residents are unhappy about all the visitors coming to be counted.
	It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here

	Two
	As the residents batten down the hatches, a young couple – Mary and Joseph – arrive with a donkey after a very long walk.
	Walking And Walking

	
Three
	Abi and Seth interview Caleb, a local boutique Bed & Breakfast owner, about the shortage of rooms in Bethlehem. Back ‘live’ in Bethlehem, the Roman soldiers clear the streets now that night has fallen, and Joseph starts knocking on doors, seeking shelter for himself and Mary.
	
No Room At The Inn, Mary

	
Four
	Action moves to the stable as the animals discuss the impact of all the visitors to Bethlehem. Then the innkeeper arrives with some late guests – Mary, Joseph and the donkey.
	Just An Old Barn

	
Five
	Abi and Seth introduce footage from the hills around Bethlehem, upon which some shocked shepherds and their sheep are brought the news of Jesus’ birth by a choir of angels.
	So We Could See The Baby

	

Six
	The Three Wise Men are picked up on camera arriving in Bethlehem and making their way to the stable. Upon arrival, they offer their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, and are shortly joined by the curious residents of Bethlehem – and even by Abi, Seth and the production crew – eager to see things for themselves.
	The Three Wise Men
Sing It Out



[bookmark: _TOC_250004]CHARACTERS BY LINES
The number of lines spoken by each character gives an indication of the size of the role and the number of different occasions at which they speak within the script. Some ‘lines’, therefore, may just be a few words, others a number of sentences. Lines can be reallocated as necessary. Email us at info@theschoolmusicalscompany.com if you would like a copy of the editable WORD script for a small additional charge.

	Cretans
	Lines
	Cretans
	Lines

	Abi
	53
	Mouse 1
	1

	Seth
	51
	Mouse 2
	1

	Simon
	5
	Nanny Goat
	3

	Paul
	7
	Innkeeper
	4

	Miriam
	7
	Shepherd 1
	3

	Tabitha
	3
	Shepherd 2
	4

	Barnaby
	4
	Shepherd 3
	2

	Titus
	6
	Shepherd 4
	2

	Mary
	6
	Shepherd 5
	2

	Joseph
	9
	Shepherd 6
	2

	Donkey
	/
	Angel 1
	1

	Caleb
	5
	Angel 2
	1

	Roman Soldier 1
	3
	Angel 3
	1

	Roman Soldier 2
	3
	Angel 4
	1

	Roman Soldier 3
	4
	Angel 5
	1

	Roman Soldier 4
	4
	Angel 6
	1

	Roman Soldier 5
	2
	Angel 7
	1

	Ox 1
	2
	Caspar
	4

	Ox 2
	4
	Melchior
	2

	Cockerel
	2
	Balthazar
	2



[bookmark: _TOC_250003]CHARACTERS IN EACH SCENE

	Scene Number
	Characters
	Songs

	
One
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Ensemble, Simon, Paul, Miriam, Titus, Barnaby, Tabitha
	It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here

	
Two
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Mary, Joseph, Donkey, Travellers
	Walking And Walking

	
Three
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Caleb, Roman Soldiers 1-5, Mary, Joseph, Donkey
	No Room At The Inn, Mary

	
Four
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Ox 1, Ox 2, Cockerel, Mouse 1, Mouse 2, Nanny Goat, Innkeeper, Joseph, Mary, Donkey
	
Just An Old Barn

	
Five
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Shepherds 1-6, Angels 1-7
	So We Could See The Baby

	
Six
	Abi, Seth, Production Crew, Three Wise Men & Entourage, Mary, Joseph, Donkey, Animals in stable, Paul, Simon, Miriam, Tabitha, Ensemble
	The Three Wise Men Sing It Out





[bookmark: _TOC_250002]STAGING SUGGESTIONS
The play uses the framing device of a television show which conveys and reflects upon the events happening in Bethlehem. It would be useful to have the presenters positioned permanently to one side, with member of the production crew nearby, ideally with a make-shift camera or two and any other television equipment available.

The scenes within Bethlehem take place in a variety of locations, most of which will become obvious as the scenes are acted out. As such, little additional scenery is needed, but a few choice props may prove useful.
Focus On The Performance
The general rule with a production is to keep things as simple as possible and focus on the performance of the children - ensuring that they can be heard, that they are clear and expressive, and that they are where they are meant to be at the right time!
Keep Things Moving
Beyond the performances, another key consideration is how to keep the play moving at a good rate, avoiding lengthy transitions between scenes and ensuring the movement on and off stage is done as quickly and efficiently as possible.

Here are some suggestions about how to approach this, depending on the resources available to you:
· Bring people on and off from every possible entrance and exit, perhaps even through the auditorium – and practise the logistics lots!
· Use scene change music to keep the audience interested and involved in the action.
· Managing children backstage can be a challenge, so why not consider keeping them out front, perhaps to the sides of the stage, where they can see and respond to what
is happening on stage?
· If you do make use of scenery, tape crosses on the stage so it is obvious where it needs to be positioned.
· Get the cast to do as many of the set changes as possible as part of the action.
· If you have lighting available, create different lighting states to capture the feel of the different locations and moods.

Additional Staging Suggestions
· Whenever possible, stage things as far forwards as you possibly can. Downstage centre is the most powerful position on stage that helps connect
with the audience.
· Use repeated actions and movement within the songs. Not only does it make it more interesting to watch, but it also helps children to remember the lyrics.
· Try to vary the levels on stage with carefully positioned blocks or treads.









[bookmark: _TOC_250000]SCRIPT

SCENE ONE
Music plays – It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here (Inst.)
Our two hosts, Abi and Seth, enter through the audience to warm applause from the ‘crew’, before settling in front of a camera or two.
Abi	Good evening, and welcome to day two of “It’s A Census . . .
Everyone	Get Me Out Of Here!
The crew let out a huge cheer, some whistles, and plenty of clapping. Seth	And what a day it’s been for the people of Bethlehem. Abi	There’s been questioning, quibbling, quarrelling . . .
Seth	Quadrilaterals. Queem quackers.
Abi	What are you doing?
Seth	I thought we were saying words that began with “qu”.
Abi	No: we’re talking about the antics in Bethlehem.
Seth	Oh, right. Well, there are loads of antiques in Bethlehem. I picked up a priceless bronze goblet there last week. An absolute steal.
Pause. Abi looks at Seth with a mixture of confusion and annoyance.
Seth	Alright, fine, I stole it. But it was so dusty, nobody would have paid what they were charging.
Abi	Seth! The antics are the events not antiques. The census!
Seth	Aah, yes, the census! Very exciting. They’re counting the days.
Abi	No, they’re counting the people.
Seth	That’s right. It’s the talk of the town. Some of the residents can’t wait.
Abi	But some . . . well, let’s just say that unrepeatable words have been repeated on numerous occasions.
Seth	How do you mean?
Abi	They’re not happy. In fact, some are even threatening to leave Bethlehem altogether.
Seth	Are they crazy?
Abi	Quite possibly. Let’s take a look at last night’s highlights.
Seth	Hold onto your reins, people: this is going to be a bumpy ride.
They move to the side as music begins and the stage fills with the people of Bethlehem.

IT’S A CENSUS, GET ME OUT OF HERE
Have you heard the news today? Have you got the buzz?
There’s a census on its way, Counting all of us.
Everybody’s on the move,
They’re all homeward bound, Half the world is bearing down On our little town.
It’s a census, get me out of here.
On their way and oh they’re getting near. It’s a census, here they come,
Grab a bag, it’s time to run.
It’s a census just as we all feared, So get me out of here.
They’ll be clogging up our inns, Drinking all our wine,
Making an almighty din, Staying up all night.
They’ll be telling us their tales, Who, why, when and where, What an awful journey they’ve Had to grin and bear.
It’s a census, get me out of here.
On their way and oh they’re getting near. It’s a census, here they come,
Grab a bag, it’s time to run.
It’s a census just as we all feared, So get me out of . . .
It’s a census, get me out of here,
On their way and oh they’re getting near, It’s a census, here they come,
Grab a bag, it’s time to run.
It’s a census just as we all feared,
So get me out of here,	It’s a census, get me out of here
Get me out of here,	It’s a census, get me out of here
Get me out of here,	It’s a census, get me out of here Get me out of here.

As the song comes to an end, some of the residents gather around for a chin-wag.
Simon	With all these newcomers, I’ll be tying up my donkey, that’s for sure.
Paul	Same. And with a double knot too!
Miriam	I’ve hidden my jewellery.
Titus	Where have you hidden it?
Barnaby	Ha! She’s not going to tell you that, Titus. Everyone knows you’re light-fingered.
Titus	You take that back!
Barnaby	Isn’t that what the Roman soldiers said to you, the last time they caught you?
Tabitha	(to Miriam) That’s a good idea, Miriam, I think I’ll do the same.
Miriam	I wonder where they’ll all stay? We’ve only got a handful of spare rooms at the moment.
Paul	I’m actually thinking about getting out of town for a while.
Barnaby	Seriously?
Paul	Why not? My cousin Bartholomew’s got a cabin in Galilee. I could head there for a fishing holiday.
Titus	You do realise that you’ve got to be registered too?
Paul	Even though I live here?
Titus	Even though you live here.
Simon	I hope there’ll be enough food to go around with all these visitors.
Miriam	I’ve been stock-piling since the announcement.
Tabitha	Do you mean since yesterday?
Miriam	Yes, it’s a small pile. But it’s growing.
Barnaby	What’s in it?
Miriam	Mostly hay, really.
Paul	Hay! You’re not going to eat hay, surely?

Miriam	It’s for the animals. But if we get hungry . . . well, who knows? Simon	 And on that note, I think I’ll retire for the night. My bed awaits! Titus	 I’ll join you.
Simon	I’d rather you didn’t: it’s only a small bed.
Titus	To mine! We’re not that short on space . . . yet!
They all or exit as Abi and Seth enter.

SCENE TWO
Seth	Well, would you believe it?
Abi	I know. Most bizarre.
Seth	Fancy having a cousin called Bartholomew!
Abi	Um . . .
Seth	I mean, I’ve heard some silly names before, but that tops the lot.
Abi	My father’s called Bartholomew.
Seth	Oh.
Pause. Seth looks very uncomfortable.
Abi	Just kidding!
Seth visibly relaxes.
Abi	He’s called Zebedee.
Seth suppresses a chuckle but can’t hide that he’s been tickled by the name.
Abi	Meanwhile, whilst the residents of Bethlehem battened down the hatches, the travellers were braving the long and dangerous roads that would lead them there.
Seth	And here’s where things get interesting. Because, unknown to the residents of Bethlehem, one of the travellers is a lady called Mary . . .
Abi	And she’s pregnant with a very special little baby.
Seth	And a donkey.
Abi	Um . . . she’s sitting on a donkey, yes.
Seth	And her husband, Joseph, is leading the way.
Abi	He is, yes. Let’s take a look.
Abi and Seth look over to where Mary and Joseph are entering, along with the ‘donkey’. They are clearly weary.
Seth	Mary must be due any moment.
Abi	They’re certainly starting to get a bit worried that they won’t make it in time. Listen.
Focus shifts to Mary and Joseph who have stopped for a rest, whilst other travellers continue their journeys behind them.
Joseph	Is everything alright, Mary?
Mary	Well I wouldn’t say ‘everything’, but I’ll cope. It’s just difficult getting comfortable.

Joseph	It won’t be long now, I’m sure. We’ll be in a nice, warm room before you know it.
Mary	I’m sure we will be looked after. Somehow.
Joseph	It’s certainly going to be busy. Come on, let’s press on.
Abi and Seth step into shot once more.

SCENE THREE
Seth	She’s a trooper, that Mary.
Abi	I know. Talk about an epic journey.
Seth	She’s in for a surprise when she gets there too.
Abi	A surprise?
Seth	Yes. It’s when something unexpected happens.
Everyone	Scream
Seth	Like that.
Abi	I know what a surprise is. Just not what this surprise is.
Seth	Oh, right. Well, here’s somebody who can fill you in. Please give a warm “It’s A Census, Get Me Out Of Here!” welcome to the owner of Bethlehem’s first ever boutique Bed and Breakfast, Caleb.
Rapturous applause from the production crew greets the entrance of Caleb, who smiles and waves sheepishly as he moves to Seth and Abi.
Seth	Caleb, hello, welcome. He shakes him by the hand, as does Abi. Caleb	Thanks for having me on.
Seth	Not at all, thanks for coming. So . . . what’s the surprise that awaits
Mary and Joseph when they get to Bethlehem?
Caleb	Well, it’s not a good surprise, I’m sorry to say. Basically, the town is full. There’s barely a room to spare.
Abi	Seriously?
Caleb	Completely. It’s packed. Heaving. I’m already having to turn people away. Not something I like doing.

Abi	No, sure. So, what options will Mary and Joseph have when they get there? Surely someone will have some space for them? Or make some space?
Caleb	I don’t know. I’m sure everyone will do what they can. But there are a lot of people looking for a little space. It’ll be first come, first served, if you know what I mean.
Abi	Er, yes, it’s pretty clear. Well, thank you for coming in.
Caleb	You’re welcome. And can I just give a huge shout out to all the guests at . . .
Seth cuts him off quickly.
Seth	Let’s hear it for Caleb.
Warm applause from the crew as Caleb is hustled off camera.

Seth	It sounds like things are going to get a little spicey. Let’s take a look at the live picture.
Action shifts back to the centre of Bethlehem. People enter, hurrying here, there and everywhere. Some Roman soldiers are doing their best to maintain law and order.
R. Soldier 1	Clear the streets, please. Back to your rooms.
R. Soldier 2	Clear the streets.
R. Soldier 3	I didn’t think it would be this busy. Quiet little town, they said.
R. Soldier 1	They say a lot of things.
R. Soldier 2	Yeah, like the time they told me I was on an expedition to somewhere warm and exotic.
R. Soldier 3	Where did you get sent?
R. Soldier 2	Britannia.
R. Soldier 1	Ooh, tough gig.
R. Soldier 3	My last posting was in Rome.
R. Soldier 1	Very nice.
R. Soldier 3	Dangerous though, the way they drive their chariots.
Mary and Joseph enter, along with the ‘donkey’.
R. Soldier 1	Clear the streets, please.
Joseph	We’ve just arrived. We’re looking for a place to stay.
R. Soldier 2	You and everyone else.
Joseph	Do you have any suggestions?
R. Soldier 3	Yeh. Get knocking on doors. You might get lucky.
The soldiers exit, leaving Mary, Joseph and the ‘donkey’ alone on stage.

Joseph	I guess I’d better do as they say. You stay here, Mary. And don’t worry, I’ll find us somewhere.
Joseph starts knocking on doors and receives shakes of the head from the owners. (Towns people from Scene 1 and Caleb from the show)

Mary, Joseph and the donkey exit with the Caleb as ‘NO ROOM AT THE INN playout’ plays and everybody clears the stage.

Abi and Seth enter.

SCENE FOUR
Abi	I wonder where they’re off to?
Seth	Who?
Abi	Mary and Joseph, with Caleb.
Seth	Maybe they’re off to watch K Pop Demon Hunters: I love that film.
Abi	No, I don’t think so.
Seth	Why not?
Abi	It hasn’t been invented yet.
Seth	I see. Well, whilst they head . . . wherever they’re going . . . let’s take our first visit to . . . drumroll please . . .
The crew undertake a drum roll with hands, feet and “whoooooooooo” noises.
Seth	. . . the stable!
A few “hoorays” from the crew.
Abi	This year we’ve got some oxen, some sheep . . .
Seth	A nanny goat . . .
Abi	Some kids . . .
Seth	Kids! You’ve got to be joking. Is that even allowed?
Abi	The kids are goats.
Seth	What? This show is getting seriously weird.
Abi	Tell me about it! Anyway, let’s take a look.
Action shifts to the stable, with the aforementioned animals, along with some mice, a donkey, a cockerel, and any others as required.
Ox 1	Ah, this is the life. Peace, quiet, fresh hay, and not a single visitor.
I knew all the hype about the census and about how busy it would get was nonsense.
Ox 2	It’s always the way. It’s just an excuse for everyone to run around like headless chickens for a few days.
Cockerel	I’d rather you didn’t use that phrase, please. It’s rather close to home.

Ox 2	Of course, sorry.
Mouse 1	We did see lots of people in the streets earlier.
Ox 2	There are always people in the streets.
Mouse 2	Not like this though. They were scurrying this way and that way like
. . . erm . . . well… mice.
Nanny Goat	Well they haven’t scurried to our stable, that’s the main thing. And I for one am very grateful for that.
A voice (the innkeeper’s) comes from offstage.
Innkeeper	(off) Mind where you step: you know what these animals are like.
Ox 1	What’s going on?
Nanny Goat	I never kid.
Ox 2	Are you kidding?
Nanny Goat	So much for our peace and quiet.
Cockerel	Shhhhh, they’re coming.
The innkeeper enters, closely followed by Mary, Joseph and the donkey.
Innkeeper	It’s not much, I’m afraid, but it will keep you warm.
Joseph	We’re very grateful. Come, Mary, sit down.
Innkeeper	I’ll leave you to it. If a room opens up, I’ll let you know straight away.
Mary	Thank you for your kindness.
Innkeeper	You’re welcome. I hope you get some rest.
The innkeeper exits as music begins.

SCENE FIVE
Abi and Seth enter.
Seth	Well that’s a turn up for the scrolls and no mistake.
Abi	And how clever to lay him in the manger: a perfect little bed for baby Jesus.
Seth	Didn’t those animals look shocked! Absolutely speechless.
Abi	Animals are always speechless.
Seth	That’s what you think! I used to be a shepherd and I’m telling you, I could always understand what my sheep were saying.
Abi	That’s unbelievable. How were you a shepherd?
Seth	So much you don’t know.
Abi	Anyway, speaking of shepherds, our cameras have picked up something really exciting happening on the hills around Bethlehem. Shall we take a look?
Seth	(wistfully) Ah, my old friends. I mean, yes, good idea.
They move to the side as the shepherds and their sheep enter.
Shepherd 1	It’s a cold one tonight: let’s get a fire started.
Shepherd 2	I wish we could just click our fingers and instantly feel warmer. Do you think that, in the future, something like that will be possible?
Shepherd 3	It’s possible now. It’s called ‘putting on a sheepskin’.
Shepherd 2	Yes, but something better than that. Like a fire, only instantly.
Shepherd 1	You do have some strange ideas. Next you’ll be suggesting people will be able to fly . . .
Shepherd 3	Or communicate with somebody on the other side of the world without leaving their home . . .
Shepherd 1	Or know exactly what the weather will be with absolute precision every minute of the day.
Shepherd 3	Now you’re really having a laugh.
Shepherd 2	You’ll eat your words, you lot. The future will be full of surprises, just you wait.
Shepherd 3	(suddenly) What on Earth is that?

Shepherd 1	What?
Shepherd 3	(pointing) That! That . . . flying thing coming towards us.
Shepherd 2	I don’t know. But I don’t like the look of it.
Shepherd 1	Guard your flock, everyone.
They quickly move to their sheep and watch with absolute focus as an angel enters, closely followed by a number of others.
Shepherd 2	There. What did I tell you? Full of surprises!
Angel 1	Do not be afraid or petrified.
Angel 2	We bring you news of great joy.
Angel 3	A baby has been born in Bethlehem.
Angel 1	A very special baby, who will bring hope and faith to all mankind.
Angel 2	He lies in a manger.
Angel 3	In a stable that sits beneath the brightest star.
Angel 1	Go to him. And spread the good news of his birth.

SO WE COULD SEE THE BABY
We looked into the night sky, What did we see?
A group of little angels Singing on key.
They told us of a baby Born in the night,
Encouraged us to visit Just before light.
Shepherds were running, Tripping and tumbling, Hurrying to get there,
So we could see the baby, So we could see the baby,
So we could celebrate the baby’s birth, The Saviour had come down to Earth.
Arriving at the stable, What did we find?
A tiny little babe
And some peace of mind. We knelt before the manger, Right there and then,
And knew we’d never get to see this again.
Shepherds were running, Tripping and tumbling, Hurrying to get there,
So we could see the baby, So we could see the baby,
So we could celebrate the baby’s birth, The Saviour had come down to Earth.
So we could celebrate the baby’s birth, The Saviour had come down to Earth.

The angels exit, followed by the shepherds.

SCENE SIX
Abi and Seth enter along with the crew.

Abi	Well it’s a show full of surprises tonight, that’s for sure. Angels everywhere!
Seth	I’ve got another one for you now actually.
Abi	(excited) You’ve got me an angel? Like, as a present? That is so thoughtful.
Seth	Um, no. A surprise.
Abi	(disappointed) Oh.
Seth	But it’s a good one.
Abi	Really? Let’s see it then.
Seth reaches into a bag and pulls out a small, plain bottle. It is rather unimpressive to look at.
Seth	Here we go.
He passes it to Abi.
Abi	(unimpressed) What is it?
Seth	It’s perfume.
Abi	Perfume?
Seth	Well, the chap on the road called it myrrh, but it’s the same sort of thing.
Abi	You got it from a chap on the road?
Seth	I know. Lucky eh! I was out early for my morning run when I bumped into some camels. Literally. And I’m lying on the ground rubbing my head, when one of them jumps down and gives me this bottle, saying it will soothe the blow. Well, I didn’t really like the smell of it, so I thought I’d give it to you.
Abi	How thoughtful of you.
Seth	To be honest, I rather hoped they would part with some of the gold one of them was carrying, but when I asked to swap it for the myrrh, they weren’t too happy.
Abi	No, I can imagine. What a strange incident. Where were these men heading?

Seth	To Bethlehem. Following a bright star. Come to meet baby Jesus.
Abi	Seth, you dimwit, don’t you see? You met the Three Wise Men!
Seth	(shocked) The Three Wise Men! Are you serious?
Abi	Yes! They’re just arriving at the stable. We’re about to show the footage of them offering the gold, frankincense and . . .
She stops. Pause.

Seth holds up the myrrh anxiously.
Seth	Myrrh?
Abi	Yes.
Seth	Then I hope he’s brought a spare.
They turn to look as action shifts to the Three Wise Men and their entourage outside the stable.

Three Wise Men ‘enter’ the stable.
Caspar	Good evening.
Joseph	Good evening.
Caspar	Please forgive our late arrival. We’ve been following a star to reach you here.
Mary	A star?
Melchior	Yes. To give our thanks and to offer our gifts.
They kneel before baby Jesus.
Caspar	Gold.
Melchior	Frankincense.
Balthazar reaches into his gown for the myrrh.
Balthazar	Now where did I put it? I’m sure I’ve got it here somewhere.
He continues to rummage before finally locating it, having had more than one bottle all along.
Balthazar	Myrrh.
Mary	We are honoured to receive them.
Caspar	No, Mary, it is we who are honoured.
A noise of people entering disturbs them. They turn to see a number of the residents of Bethlehem entering.
Paul	We’re sorry to intrude.
Simon	We heard that a very special baby had been born.
Miriam	Right here in our little town of Bethlehem.
Tabitha	And all because of the census! Who would have thought it?
Everyone freezes. Abi and Seth and the crew enter.

Abi	So there we have it. Even the residents of Bethlehem knew that something special had taken place.
Seth	Yep, no sign of any of them shouting (everyone) “It’s a census, get me out of here!” any more.
Abi	More like “It’s a census, let me in, let me in”.
Mary	(from the freeze) Oh yes, please do join us.

Joseph	There’s always room for more.
Abi and Seth look at each other, shocked.
Abi	Um . . . how did she . . . ?
Seth	And how did he . . . ?
Abi	Who knows? Come on, before we miss our chance!
They step into the freeze as everybody else unfreezes and the music to the finale begins.

SING IT OUT
Happy Christmas one and all, Now the bells are ringing.
Happy Christmas one and all.
Sing it out,
Spread the word, Sing it loud
Make it heard, Sing it out,
There’s good news to sing about. There’s good news to sing about.
Celebrate this time of year, Feel the world rejoicing,
Celebrate this time of year.
Sing it out,
Spread the word, Sing it loud
Make it heard, Sing it out,
There’s good news to sing about. There’s good news to sing about.
Sing it out,
Spread the word, Sing it loud
Make it heard, Sing it out,
There’s good news to sing about. There’s good news to sing about. There’s good news to sing about.


[image: ]

image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png




image9.jpeg
[T'S AGENSUS
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A census has been called, people everywhere are on the move,
and the residents of Bethlehem don't know whether to batten the
hatches or run for the hills. As the inns fill and feelings run high, two
late-comers - a young couple and their donkey - will take any shelter
they can find. Even a small stable with a motley collection of animails.

And we get to see it all, live and uninterrupted, as Abi and Seth,
renowned television presenters of “It's A Census, Get Me Out Of
Here!”, bring us the chaotic, uproarious and memorable footage.

With seven scintillating songs, a side-splitting script and a great
cast of characters, "It's A Census, Get Me Out Of Here" is a
fresh and frenetic take on the traditional nativity story.
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