The history of Britain

For most of human history, many of the things we take for granted, did not exist.  No phones, no computers, no cars, no aeroplanes, no books, no electricity/gas to heat homes, switch on lights, no taps in homes for water…. We would find life in the past very hard!
The Stone Age starts about 8,000 years ago (6,000 BC).
· It is the time when humans lived here without the use of metal or farming.
· They hunted and gathered their food. 
· They were able to use a hard stone called flint to make weapons.
· They might have lived in caves or in what we would think of as huts.
· It was a very hard life. 
· There was no electricity.
· Stone Henge is the most famous structure from this time. 
· This era lasts for about 4 thousand years.
Bronze and Iron Age starts about 4000 years ago (2000 BC). 
· This is when people began to use metal and they started to farm.

· Homes became more permanent and began to look more like houses though they were mainly made of wood and mud. 
· The village began to look more like a village with these bigger huts.
· Most people would have lived and died in the same village and had very little say in how their lives were lived.
· Children would have learned what they needed to know from their parents. 
· This era last about 2,000 years.
Roman Britain was about 2000 years ago (around the time of Christ). 
· Romans came from what we now call Italy. 
· Many people carried on living their old village, Celtic lifestyle after the Roman invasion.
· There was however, a new kind of town life. 
· Stone buildings were made and towns were carefully planned and included many big and complex structures.
· There were temples, bath houses and arenas for sport. There were shops and places to like cafes for food. There were public toilets and sewers to take away the toilet waste. 
· This kind of lifestyle looks very different from the Celtic village life.
· Romans built long, straight roads
· They are also famous for keeping slaves. These people had absolutely no control over their own lives.
· Most other people would have had little say.
· There was still no electricity…no cars…no planes…no computers. 
· This era last 500 years.
Saxons and Vikings…The Dark Ages. Around 450-1066AD (about 1,500 years ago) 
· The Romans began to leave Britain and new people began to invade and settle here. 
· They did not use the Roman buildings and roads and so these became ruins.
· Life began to look more like it had done before the Romans ever came to Britain.
· Homes were made of wood and mud again.
· People lived in villages rather than towns. 
· They were not so bothered about keeping clean and lives were unhealthier again.
· Most people were farmers.
· This era lasts about 500 years. 
The Middle Ages (Medieval times). In 1066 there were new invaders. 
· This time it was the Normans from Northern France who invaded.

· They built large stone buildings especially churches and castles.
· Entertainment began to develop with sports such as jousting.
· This is the time of the myth of Robin Hood and of the terrible disease called the Black Death.

· Still, most people, most of the time stayed in their villages and could not read or write and knew little of the big wide world.
· They believed that God was in control so early death and disease were part of his plan.

· Most people were farmers.
· This era lasts about 400 years. 
The Tudors 1485-1603.
· Kings and queens had a lot of power and the rest of the people still had very little say in anything. 
· Towns were developing and houses were getting bigger. 
· They were still mostly made out of wood and a material known as daub.
· Rich people began to use glass in windows. Rich people’s clothes became more and more elaborate with big, wide skirts and ruffs.
· Ordinary people looked much like they had done for hundreds of years.
· Britain became more important world wide as it started to send ships to parts of the world that Europe did know existed before. 
· Most people were farmers. 
· Houses still did not have taps for water.
· This era lasts just over 100 years.
The Stuarts1603 -1714….
· They are remembered as surviving the Gunpowder Plot of 1605.
· Later there was the Plague and Great Fire of London in the 1660s.
· After this, the wooden buildings of London were gradually replaced with safer, stone and brick ones. Roads were made wider and London began to look more like it does today.
· There were the first scientists using microscopes and investigating how the world worked rather than just accepting God had made it.
· Most people were farmers who lived and died in their home village still.
· Life was still very hard for most people.
· Houses did not have taps for water and few houses had toilets. 
· There was still no electricity etc…
· This era lasts about 100 years. 
The Georgians 1714-1837
· Britain continued to build in stone and towns grew in size.
· There were the first mills (factories) and small towns began to grow into cities (like Manchester). 
· Most people were farmers and lived in villages. 
· Life was still very hard for most people. 
· Canals were built and these made travel easier.
· Houses did not have taps for water.
· Still no electricity etc…
· This era lasts about 120 years. 
The Victorians 1837-1901…
· This was a very important time in British history. A lot changed and change seemed to be happening much faster.
· The British Empire grew. This means that Britain used its navy to take over countries all over the world and run them from London. This made Britain very rich and powerful. 
· From the 1830s there were railways. People could move and leave their villages. Ideas could move from place to place. Items for factories could move easily.
· By 1901, Britain was the most powerful country in the world.
· In 1851 for the first time in world history, in any country, more people were living in towns than in the countryside.  
· This means that most people were no longer farmers but people living in towns.
· They had moved to work in factories (called mills). Here life was very hard. Children worked in mills.
· By 1900 there was street lighting, the first cars and electricity and cinema. 
· PTO…

· Most people lived in towns, had some schooling and lived in brick houses often in polluted towns. 
· Water was usually got from taps at the end of a street and outside toilets were shared by several houses.
· Life expectancy had increased from about 35 to 45 years old.
· This era lasts 64 years. 
20th century to now (The modern world) …
· Another era of big and fast change. People live much longer. 
· We expect free health care (NHS), free education, decent roads and efficient systems of road cleaning, water supplies, sewage removal and bin collections.
· Science has become vital and pushes forward many improvements in health and lifestyle…the internet, mobile phones, medical scanners….
· Fewer people go to church. 
· Towns are generally well organised and homes have taps and toilets. 
· Buildings have steel frames and are much taller than ever before. Very few people are farmers and many more people live in towns than the countryside. Most people live in comfortable and spacious houses.
· Many families have more than one TV, more than one toilet and shower, more then one car, more than one holiday a year.
· There were two terrible world wars in this era which killed millions of people
· Life expectancy almost doubled to more than 80 years old. 
· So much change was happening that this era is often broken down into smaller eras (often decades)  such as Edwardian times when King Edward was king 1901-1910, World War I 1914-1918, The Twenties, The Thirties, World War II 1939-45, The Fifties, the Sixties, The Seventies, the Eighties and The Nineties. 
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